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Dear Parents/carers,

Welcome back!
We hope you have all had a wonderful summer holiday. We are delighted to welcome you all back for the new school year. A special welcome to the pupils and families who are new to our school. We are looking forward to getting to know you!

Important Admin 
You will shortly be receiving an envelope containing Annual Data Paperwork.  It is extremely important that this is completed and returned to school as soon as possible so that the information we hold is accurate.  Please ensure that any person who will be regularly collecting your child from school is listed in the contact section.  We allow children from P4 upwards to walk home from school alone with their parent’s consent. 

Classes for 2026-2027
Nursery   
Ms D Nicol - Nursery Manager
Mrs C Smith – Nursery Nurse
Mrs D McKinnel – Nursery Nurse
Mrs J Richardson-McVittie– Nursery Nurse
Mrs C Divers – Early Years Support Assistant

P1/2             Mrs A Wright
P2/3            Mrs L Paisley
P3/4            Mrs E Heughan
P4/5            Mrs Humes 
P5/6            Mrs K Anderson (Principal Teacher) 
P7                Mr J Robison

Pupil Support Assistants
Mrs J Houldey
Mrs M Irving
Mrs L Tait
Miss B Smith
Miss Grant and Miss Waitt will carry out RICCT cover throughout the school. Miss Waitt is also our Learning Support Teacher and works in this role on a Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.

Drop off and Pick up times
The primary gate is opened at 8.45am each day. For the first two days of term (August 20th and 21st), P1 parents can bring their children into the playground. After this time, we would encourage the P1 pupils to come into the playground on their own.
The school gate will be opened again at 2.55pm. All parents/carers can come into the playground to collect their children. 

School Dinners
Pupils can have a packed lunch or order a school dinner. School dinners are available to order via I-Pay impact. If you don’t have a log-in for this, please contact the school office. School dinners are free for all pupils from Nursery up to Primary 5.


Communication with Parents/Carers
Here at Langholm Primary and Nursery, we are encouraging parents to sign up to our Parent Portal. If you have not yet signed up or require further information, please speak to our office staff about this.  We will continue to send newsletters via groupcall (email and/or text) this goes to the main contact on your contact list. Please ensure your mobile number and email address are up to date so that you receive the information.
In Nursery and Primary 1/2, communication will also be done via Learning Journals. Primary 2/3-Primary 7 will communicate through class dojo.
There is a host of information on our school website too: https://langholmandcanonbieschools.dumgal.sch.uk/

Mrs Vidler is at the gate each morning and afternoon. Messages can be given to her, and she will pass them on to the class teacher. Should you need to speak to the class teacher, please contact the school office. 

Attendance
Should your child be absent from school for any reason, please notify the school office (013873 80900) before 9.30am. Absence must not be reported via class dojo.

Medication
Medication can only be administered by staff if it has been prescribed from your GP.
Paperwork must be completed by the parent/carer before this can be done.  Forms are available from the office.

Nut Free!
We would like to remind parents and carers that we are a Nut Free School. We do have pupils in school with nut allergies and therefore do not allow nuts or nut products to be brought to school for break or lunch. This includes products which contain Nutella or other hazelnut spreads.

Mobile Phones
We have seen an increase in the number of pupils bringing a mobile phone to school. The school policy states that:
Primary pupils who travel on the school bus may bring their phone to school with them in agreement with their parent/carer. Mobiles will be kept securely in the school office until the end of the day.


A full copy of the policy can be found on the school website.

Free School Meals 
Free School Meals can lead to a large saving each year, parents of primary school children can potentially save £361 and parents of secondary pupils can potentially save £370.  You will also be helping your child's school if you qualify for Free School Meals. Some Scottish Government funding provided directly to schools is linked to the numbers of pupils who are registered as entitled to free school meals. More information can be found on the following website:
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/schoolmeals

Pupil Fund
We are fortunate enough to be supported by our local charitable trusts. They provide a fund to school which parents can apply to for things such as school clothing or equipment, winter coats, suitable footwear, PE kits etc. To apply, parents can speak to Mrs Vidler or send a message to her via Dojo. All applications are treated confidentially. 

School Uniform Guidance
Bottom half:
Plain black leggings (not sports leggings) or tracksuit bottoms
Plain black or grey trousers or shorts
Plain black or grey skirt or pinafore dress
In the warmer months, checked dresses can be worn
Shoes:
Plain black shoes or trainers can be worn
Top:
A plain white OR plain black polo shirt
A Maroon sweatshirt, jumper or cardigan. These can either be with the school badge or without.
PE:
A t-shirt and shorts/leggings/joggers must be brought for the children to change in to for PE sessions. Football tops/shorts or cropped tops are not to be worn for PE.

Pre-Loved Uniform
We have a fantastic pre-loved uniform stock in school. This is situated in the school to the right-hand side of the office. It has been very popular, and we encourage any families to come and have a look and take what you need. You can come in any day between 9.00 and 3.00pm. We also welcome any donations of clean, preloved school uniform that is in good condition and can be used again.

School Clothing Grants
The award of clothing grants is to assist with the cost of school clothing for families who are on a qualifying benefit or on a low income. The current award for a School Clothing Grant is £134 per Primary aged child and £150 per Secondary aged child.
More information can be found here:
https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/15246/School-Clothing-Grants


Rights Respecting School Award
In June 2025 we gained our Silver Rights Respecting Schools Award (RRSA). This means that we place a lot of importance on ensuring that children’s rights are embedded in our culture and everyday practice. This award recognises achievement in putting the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) at the heart of a school’s practice to improve wellbeing and support all children and young people to realise their potential. Through assemblies, class discussions, links to topics and pupil groups we will work with the children to help them to recognise and understand their rights. More information can be found here: https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/
Furthermore, we are looking at the 17 Global Goals and how we can support these within our school and community. More information can be found here: https://www.globalgoals.org/goals/

RSHP Curriculum
RSHP stands for Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenthood. It is an important part of Health and Wellbeing within Scotland’s Curriculum for Excellence and is taught in an age and stage appropriate way throughout primary school. RSHP helps children develop the knowledge, skills and confidence they need to build healthy, respectful and positive relationships with others. In primary school, learning can include friendships, kindness and respect, feelings and emotions, understanding personal boundaries and consent, keeping safe, recognising trusted adults, changes to the body as children grow, different types of families, and learning about where babies come from. We use the national RSHP resource to provide consistent, engaging and appropriate learning experiences for our pupils. The aim is not simply to provide information, but to help children develop confidence, resilience, respect for themselves and others, and the ability to make safe and informed choices as they grow. RSHP is delivered sensitively and in partnership with parents and carers, who play an important role in supporting their child’s learning at home. More information can be found on our school website: https://www.langholmandcanonbieschools.dumgal.sch.uk/langholm_primary/school_information/general_information/rshp.html

Colour Run
We wanted to say a huge thank you to Langholm Parent Partnership for organising the Colour Run at the end of last term. The feedback which we have had from children and parents has been incredible! A massive £1728.42 was raised! Our School Council will now work with Parent Partnership to discuss how this money can be spent – I am sure they will have plenty of great ideas!





Some dates for your diary:
Wednesday 2nd September – Winmarleigh meeting for P7 parents and pupils. 6pm in Langholm School
Wednesday 23rd -Friday 25th September – P7 pupils at Winmarleigh
Monday 28th September – P7 Operation Safety (More information to follow)

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any concerns or questions.

Thank you for your continued support.

Kind regards,

L McLeanK Vidler


Mrs K Vidler
Depute Head Teacher
Langholm Primary
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