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Primary Rationale for Assessment against Curriculum for Excellence

The overriding principle of good assessment is:

Assessment (summative and formative) supports good teaching and learning. 

Why assess?

Assessment of pupil‘s knowledge, skills and understanding ensures that teachers know exactly what children can do and therefore what their next steps in learning are.  At our primary schools, summative assessment takes place termly. The purpose of this is to identify children at risk of not making appropriate progress in line with their expectations, and to address these quickly to ensure children do not widen the attainment gap. 

How do we assess? 

Children have historically been assessed on entry to Primary 1, and on exit, using PIPs. Our new Scottish National Standardised Assessments require children to be assessed a single time during Primary 1. 
This baseline assessment gives practitioners the best start with getting to know the children and it gives the school the best starting point from which to demonstrate progress.
In addition to Primary 1, Scottish National Standardised Assessments will now take place in P4 and P7. This data will be used by us as a diagnostic tool, to identify next steps in learning.
Throughout the year, in October, February and May, teachers use a range of assessment techniques including marking, testing, questioning and pupil interviews to inform their judgement to support good teaching.
These judgements are recorded onto holistic assessments and this ongoing information is used to build a clear picture of each child’s progress to support good learning. 
How is assessment reported?

We report to parents on progress twice per year, in November and in May. 

The following terms will be used when reporting assessment to parents: 

0 – Early
1 – First

2 – Second
3 – Third
4 - Fourth
B – beginning to learn at the level

S - Showing some progress in learning within the level
G – Demonstrating good progress in learning within this level
V – Demonstrating very good progress in learning at this level

The report will show the level attained and the progress towards the next level for each of the areas. It will look like this:

Reading     01       G

This example would mean that your child has attained first level reading and is currently demonstrating good progress in learning within the next level.
PLEASE NOTE: Pupils are required to have a mastery of the learning at a level before moving on; ie a deeper understanding through problem solving, questioning and deep thinking.
School Leaders analyse and generate reports of the progress of pupils, including an analysis of groups eg, ASN (Additional Support Needs), FSM (free school meals), Boy/Girl and Late Born children.  These are shared with practitioners 3 times per year to closely monitor and track individual children.
What is good progress?

A child who is at the expected standard has made good progress if they gain the knowledge, skills and understanding expected of them each year, as defined in the Curriculum for Excellence.

At our schools we aim to increase the percentage of pupils who are making good and very good progress, at the end of each year, whilst reducing the percentage of pupils who are beginning, thus closing gaps in attainment and progress. This will demonstrate securely good progress over time. Our schools will demonstrate excellent progress when substantial proportions of pupils close the attainment gap.

Formative assessment helps pupils identify their strengths and weaknesses and target areas for improvement.  

•Is ongoing (day to day)

•Marking

•Questioning

•Observations

•Feedback
Summative assessment shows where pupils are at a particular point in time
•Holistic assessments
•National Standardised Assessments in P1, P4 and P7
Puma maths assessments

Star reader assessment

•Pupil Progress Meetings
