A4 Pocket Policy


[image: image1.wmf]Langholm Academy
Homework Policy

“Spending more than two hours a night doing homework is linked to achieving better results according to a major study which has tracked the progress of 3,000 children over the past 15 years”. 
Professor Pam Sammons, University of Oxford, 2011
It is important that every child reaches their potential here at Langholm Academy. It is essential that all our pupils develop good study habits and attitudes to learning for life. 
Teachers should set homework: 

· to complement and reinforce knowledge and understanding; 

· to allow students the opportunity to develop skills taught in class; 

· to prepare students for rigour in their planning and personal organisation; 

· to encourage independent learning in our young people; 

· to promote good links with parents; and 

to raise attainment. 

Principal teachers should monitor homework by: 

a. ensuring clarity and uniformity of practice within the department regarding school and departmental policies; 

b. periodic checking of student planners in classes; 

c. managing record keeping within the department; and 

d. liaising with senior management on issues arising from homework policy. 

e. ensuring parents are informed if homework is not completed. 

All pupils should receive weekly (pupils should have one week to complete tasks) homework. It would be expected that pupils in BGE spend up to one hour per evening whilst pupils in senior phase complete up to two hours. Some departments will issue weekly exercises whilst some may set a thematic project which may take many weeks to complete. All pupils will be issued with a planner for the year. 
Parents will be encouraged to check this daily to encourage and support their child with their learning. A weekly signature will be required from parents of pupils in S1-S3. This will be monitored in PSP and tutor time. S4-S6 must bring their planner daily, however a signature is not required unless at the request of a member of staff.

Pupils who do not complete homework should be issued with a departmental sanction. A group call should also be sent to parents. PTCs should inform the DHT Year Group if there are serious concerns about an individual pupil. 

