	Moral issue
	A spectrum of Christian beliefs and values

	
	Liberal
	Moderate
	Roman Catholic
	Conservative/Fundamentalist

	The role of Men & Women
	Men and women are equal in the eyes of God 
Jesus was quite radical in his fairer treatment of women and therefore Christians should follow his example. Men and women do not have to conform to traditional roles. Female equality as church leaders.
Galatians 3:26-28
Acts 2:17-18
John 20:11-18
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	Similar to Liberals, but would be more likely to support traditional roles. Less likely to want female ministers and church leaders.
	Great emphasis on the ‘Original Sin’. A somewhat less favourable view of women. No female priests, primary role for women is to have children.
Genesis 2:21-23
Genesis 3:6
1 Timothy 2:8-14
	Similar to Roman Catholics but even more traditional. Man is head of household and the woman should submit to his authority. No female church leaders. Prefer women not to work outside of home primary role of having children and running the home.
1 Timothy 2:8-14
1 Corinthians 14:34-35

	Love
	Love is central to all Christianity. Agape. The Golden Rule. The Crucifixion and resurrection were the ultimate expression of love through the sacrifice Jesus/God made for humanity.

	
	Sex should be between a couple who are deeply in love and intend to get married.
	Sex outside marriage is wrong.
Living together before marriage is not acceptable.
Pledge rings for teens as a symbol of their virginity and promise to remain chaste until marriage.
Ephesians 5:3 
Exodus 20:14


	
	Widely accepted that a couple might choose to live together before marriage.

	Preferable that a couple wait until they are married to live together.




	

	
	Liberal
	Moderate
	Roman Catholic
	Conservative/Fundamentalist

	Homosexuality
	Gay love and sex are wonderful God-given gifts to be celebrated
Liberals support Gay marriage.

1Samuel 18,  Ruth 1:16

	Gay relationships are sometimes acceptable. They should be judged by the same standards as all human relationships – loving, monogamous and committed. Some support Gay marriage
	Gay tendencies are natural and acceptable; Gay sex is not. A gay person must abstain from acting on their feelings.
Against Gay marriage.

	 Being Gay is absolutely wrong.
Aggressively against Gay marriage.

	
	Leviticus 18:22, 20:13, Romans 1:26-32, Corinthians 6:9-10, 1 Timothy 1:10 
The two groups above will consider the context of the Bible passages in terms of contemporary social expectations/norms, and the passages preceding and following the one they are looking at when making moral decisions.
	Leviticus  18:22, 20:13, Romans 1:26-32, Corinthians 6:9-10, 1 Timothy 1:10
Roman Catholics and Conservative/Fundamentalists will take each of the above passages in isolation as evidence that being gay is wrong.

	Marriage
	Marriage is the unique and special union between a couple that celebrates the love they have for each other. Interfaith marriage is welcomed and celebrated.
	Marriage is the unique and special union between a man and a woman for the purpose of raising a family in the Christian faith. Interfaith marriage is acceptable.
	Marriage is one of the Seven Holy Sacraments Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Communion, Confession, Marriage, Holy Orders, and the Anointing of the Sick. It is therefore an unbreakable bond/dedication between a man, woman and God for the purpose of procreation. Interfaith marriage is possible but the non-Catholic spouse must be baptised.
	Marriage is the unique and special union between a man and a woman for the purpose of raising a family in the Christian faith. Interfaith marriage is not acceptable.


	
	
	
	

	
	Mark 10:6-9, Ruth 1:16

	
	Liberal
	Moderate
	Roman Catholic
	Conservative/Fundamentalist

	Arranged Marriage
	Arranged marriage is less common as most people marry for love. However, if a person wants to have a marriage arranged they would see no problem with this as long as everyone involved fully consented. They may make the comparison with dating apps.
	RC would agree with the Liberal and moderate views, but there may be more arranged marriage within RC as RC prefer followers to marry within the faith. Consent is vital.
	More common as they are likely to want members of the church to marry within the same community. Parents are very likely to influence children’s choices of partner. 

	Forced marriage
	Forced marriage is never acceptable. Consent is everything.
	Forced marriage is never acceptable. Consent must be given for a marriage to be Sacramental.
	The Bible has examples of forced marriage and non-consensual marriage. Therefore, there may be times when a Father can insist on a marriage partner of his choice. Consent is preferable though. Genesis 24 – Isaac & Rebekah

	Divorce
	Liberals and Moderates would provide support and counselling for the couple and would help to avoid divorce where possible, but accept that there are times when reconciliation is not possible and would prefer both partners to be able to move on and find love and happiness with someone else.
	Divorce is not acceptable. Marriage is aa sacrament that cannot be undone. Counselling, support and guidance would be given. Annulment is an option within a narrow set of circumstances. 
	Divorce is frowned upon. Generally it would only be permitted for cases of adultery or abandonment. Some Conservative Churches would not welcome divorcees into the congregation. 


	
	
	Mark 10:10-12, Matthew 19:8-9

	Exploitation
	All Christians would always argue that the exploitation of anyone is wrong. They would base this on the teaching of Jesus. Christianity is built on the premise of love and kindness to all. 



