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Higher – What the SQA are looking for.

What questions will I get in the exam?

Paper One
	Unit
	Section
	10 mark
	20 mark

	World Religions
	Buddhism
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	[image: N:\downloads\Tick.png]

	Morality and Belief
	Relationships
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Paper Two
	Unit
	Section
	20 mark

	Religious and Philosophical questions
	Miracles
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What skills does each question need?
10 marks 
For relevant and developed points you get…
· Knowledge and Understanding - 6
· Analysis - 4
If there is no analysis the marks are capped at a total of 4






Your essays in the exam and in the AVU have to show the following skills – Knowledge and Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation.  

20 marks 
For relevant and developed points you get…
· Knowledge and Understanding - 10
· Analysis – 5
· Evaluation - 5
If there is no analysis or evaluation the marks are capped at a total of 8










What are the skills?What the SQA say…


Knowledge and Understanding 
Knowledge and understanding involves presenting relevant, accurate and detailed facts that answers the questions
This includes:
 Accurate factual information 
 Relevant factual information 
 Reference to sources – this includes relevant quotes
 Case studies
  Examples
  Viewpoints
  Description of arguments 
This means that you can get K/U marks for using relevant quotes from religious books, religious leaders, scientists, philosophers etc.

Use of sources Candidates will be credited where they use a relevant source in support of their knowledge and understanding, critical analysis, evaluation or a reasoned view









Knowledge and Understanding (K/U) example
Q – Explain how the life of the Buddha is significant to a Buddhist today.
K/U point – 
When the Buddha gained enlightenment, he realised that the human condition is one of suffering.  In his first teaching, the 4 noble truths, he said that ‘Life is suffering and the cause of suffering is desire.  There is an answer to stop suffering and that answer is to follow the 8-fold path.  (1 K/U mark)















Analysis 
Analysis involves doing something with the K/U points.  You are giving a further explanation and using the K/U points to answer the question.
There should be a clear line of argument that links the K/U points to the question 

Use the analysis points to link the K/U and to answer the question e.g. 
· Making links between beliefs, practices, viewpoints or ideas and the question
· Identifying and stating the implications or consequences of these arguments, viewpoints, beliefs that links to the question
· Comparing viewpoints, ideas, beliefs that link to the question
· Explaining why there is a debate or issue with the question

What the SQA say…




An analysis mark should be awarded where a candidate presents a relevant, accurate and detailed point which answers the questions and may include: 
· links between different components e.g. beliefs/viewpoints/practices
· links between component(s) and the whole e.g. to the main goal
· links between component(s) and related concepts/beliefs/viewpoints 
·  similarities and contradictions 
· consistency and inconsistency 
· different views/interpretations 
· possible consequences/implications
· the relative importance of components 
· understanding of underlying order or structure 


Analysis Sentence starters 
· This means…
· This shows…
· This implies…
· This suggests…
· This means that _____ would…
· This indicates…
· This signifies…
· This contrasts with…

Use these sentence starters at the beginning of every analysis point










Analysis example
Q – Explain how the life of the Buddha is significant to a Buddhist today.

When the Buddha gained enlightenment, he realised that the human condition is one of suffering.  In his first teaching, the 4 noble truths, he said that ‘Life is suffering and the cause of suffering is desire’. (1 K/U mark)  This means that the Buddha’s teachings help Buddhists today to understand that we all experience suffering because we want or desire (tanha) things e.g. staying young or staying in love but when we don’t get these things, or they end, we suffer. (1 A mark)
















Evaluation
Your evaluation point is when you can make a judgement on someone’s belief, viewpoint or argument.  

However, you are making a judgement on how well the belief, viewpoint or argument that you discussed in your K/U and Analysis points answer the question.

[image: ]In order to gain an evaluation point you have to give a reason why you think the viewpoint, belief or argument is strong/weak/important etc.

What the SQA say…




Evaluation involves making a judgement or measurement based of an issue. An evaluation mark should be awarded where a candidate presents a relevant, accurate and detailed point which may include:
  The relevance/importance/usefulness, e.g. of a viewpoint or source 
  Positive and negative aspects 
  Strengths and weaknesses
  Any other relevant evaluative comment
Evaluation sentence starters

· This is a strong argument because…
· This is a weak argument because…
· This is important because…
· This line of argument seems to imply
· This view is valid because…
· This view is not valid because…

Use these sentence starters at the beginning of every evaluation point















Evaluation example
Q – Explain how the life of the Buddha is significant to a Buddhist today.

When the Buddha gained enlightenment, he realised that the human condition is one of suffering.  In his first teaching, the 4 noble truths, he said that ‘Life is suffering and the cause of suffering is desire’. (1 K/U mark)  This means that the Buddha’s teachings help Buddhists today to understand that we all experience suffering because we want or desire (tanha) things e.g. staying young or staying in love but when we don’t get these things, or they end, we suffer. (1 A mark)  This is an important belief for a Buddhist to follow today because if they can understand why we suffer and what causes suffering then the Buddha’s teachings are significant because they can help a Buddhist to lessen or stop their own suffering.  (1 E mark)
















By using the format above, you will be able to plan out what you want to say in each paragraph in order to achieve all the marks available. 


Past papers
World religions – Buddhism

	2015

1. How significant is the life of the Buddha to Buddhists today? (10)
2.  Explain the purpose of meditation in Buddhism. (10)


	2016
1.  In what ways are Buddhist beliefs about the nature of human beings and nibbana connected? (10)
2.  “Following the Eightfold Path presents more challenges than benefits to Buddhists today.” To what extent do you agree with this statement? (10)

	2017

1. Explain the relationship between two Buddhist beliefs you have studied. (10)
2.  2. To what extent does worship benefit Buddhists? (10)

	Specimen Paper 2017

1. Of all the beliefs Buddhists have, kamma is the one which has the greatest impact on their daily lives. How valid is this view? (10)
2. Analyse the significance of the ten precepts for followers of Buddhism. (10)


	2018

1. Explain the purpose of living according to the Eightfold Path. (10)
2. ‘Beliefs about Samsara present challenges for Buddhists.’ How far do you agree? (10)
 

	2019 specimen paper

1. Analyse the relationship between beliefs about tanha and the Three Root Poisons. (10)
2. ‘Living according to the Eightfold Path presents too many challenges for Buddhists.’
           To what extent do you agree? (20)


	2019

1. Analyse the purpose of following the Five Precepts. (10)
2. ‘The Three Marks of Existence are the most significant of all Buddhist beliefs.’ How far do you agree? (20)



Past papers
Morality & Belief - Relationships

	2015
 15. Analyse the moral debate surrounding sexual relationships. (10)
 
16. “Marriage is not valued any more.  Divorce should be hard to obtain.” To what extent do you agree? (10)

	2016
15. Analyse the moral issues arising from the roles of men and women. (10)
16. Evaluate religious viewpoints on marriage. (10)

	2017
 15. Explain the reasons why there is a moral debate about exploitation. (10)
16. Choose a non-religious response to sexual relationships. To what extent do you agree with this response? (10)

	Specimen Paper 2017
15. Explain the moral issues raised by marriage. (10)
 
16. Evaluate a religious view on gender inequality. (10)


	2018
 15. Analyse the moral issues arising from gender roles. (10)
 
16. ‘Marriage is no longer necessary in today’s society.’   To what extent do you agree with religious responses to this statement? (10)


	2019 specimen paper
 15. Analyse the moral debate surrounding gender inequality in the media. (10)
 
16. ‘Of all the issues relating to marriage, divorce is the most important.’
To what extent do you agree? (20)	 


	2019
15. Analyse religious responses to sexual relationships. (10)

16. ‘Arranged marriage is as morally acceptable as any other type of marriage.’ How far do you agree? (20)






Relationships exemplar

2019 q16 

Arranged marriage is as morally acceptable as most types of marriage, but not all. An arranged marriage is when a person, often the parents, but also sometimes a professional matchmaker selects the prospective spouse and makes the introductions. Arranged marriages tend to be within religious communities. (KU) This is usually based on in-depth knowledge of the two individuals, consideration of level of education, job prospects, character and values and with the intention of a successful lifelong union. Arranged marriages are entered into freely by both people, with the understanding that mutual high regard has the potential to lead to love over time. (KU) Some would say that this is a pragmatic approach to marriage and is supported by Ecclesiastes in the New Testament that says “two are better than one, because they have a good return on their labour”. (KU)
Arranged marriages bring significant benefits to the couple, the family and community and they tend to be more common in collectivist societies rather than individualistic ones such as in the West. It can be viewed as the uniting of two families and therefore shared successes and responsibilities. (A) It can be argued that arranged marriage is becoming more acceptable in western secular societies as people are much more likely to use dating apps and there are elements of popular culture such as the TV programme ‘Marriage at first sight’ that are essentially the same.(A) Statistically divorce rates show that arranged marriages lead to fewer divorces than love marriages therefore, arranged marriage is as morally acceptable as other marriages. However, a moral issue arising from this is the reasons for the lower divorce rates are unclear. Some would argue that due to societal or family pressures some may stay in difficult marriages to please others. (E)

Compared to regular love marriages, arranged marriages are just as morally acceptable. The key link is consent. Within both types of marriage both people have the right and ability to chose whether to enter the marriage. (KU) In a love marriage partners will have found each other, but will still share the same values as within an arranged marriage such as following the expectations of their faith. In Christianity, the joining of two people in the eyes of God is one of the first stories about humans in the Bible. Genesis 2 says ‘It is not good for a man to be alone’… For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife and they will become one flesh.'(KU)
The purpose of marriage for religious people is to follow the teaching of their faith, support, respect and love each other and is considered the best place to raise a family. This shows that arranged marriage is just as morally acceptable as love marriage if that marriage is one of kindness and respect. (E) 
Most religious people would avoid sex outside of marriage, but this might be harder in a love marriage where attraction and more lengthy engagements are more likely. It could therefore be said that from a religious perspective of no sex before marriage, arranged marriage is better for avoiding this. (E)
Compared with same-sex marriage arranged marriages are equally morally acceptable. The law in the UK and 28 other countries allows for same sex-marriage although this has only been possible since 2014 and is still not accepted within many Churches. (KU) This means that unlike arranged marriages which have been considered morally acceptable throughout history and across cultures, same sex marriage does not hold the same status, partly due to religious beliefs about the purpose of marriage being about procreation and also because traditionally Christians have cited bible references such as Leviticus where it says ‘do not have sex with a man as you would a woman for this is detestable’. (A) However, I believe that this view is outdated and based on selective interpretations of scripture. I believe that consent is the most important value in any relationship and therefore arranged marriage, same-sex marriage and love marriage are equally morally acceptable. (E)

Arranged marriage is more morally acceptable than some marriages such as child marriage. Child marriage is marriage that takes place before the age of 18. Amnesty International is one of the organisations working in different communities to educate and prevent girls being married off when they are children. (KU) Children are unable to give their full consent to a marriage as their lack of education and experience of the world is not sufficiently developed to make that decision with understanding and clarity. This means that girls who are married very young are at greater risk of abuse and difficult pregnancy and their human rights are violated (A) Unfortunately, child marriage is prevalent throughout the world and is often at the instigation of family. In the USA at least one state has a minimum age of 12 for marriage. There have been examples where in a Fundamentalist Christian community a father may choose to marry off his daughter at a young age and that young girl has no choice or is so heavily controlled by her parents and community that she feels she has no choice but to go through with it. (KU) This lack of consent, social and emotional and spiritual pressure within child marriages clearly demonstrates that arranged marriages are far more morally acceptable, where compatibility and respect are central and it is based on the teachings of the faith that celebrate unions of love such as (E) Romans 13:8 which says “owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another fulfils the law’. (KU)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Arranged marriage is also more morally acceptable than forced marriage. Forced marriage can take place for a number of reasons and can be connected to religion or for non-religious motives. It is important to note that forced marriage is not usually considered to be a religious practice, but those who advocate it will find religious teaching that they believe support it. For example, there was an article called Biblicalgenderroles.com that dissects the story of the forced marriage of Rebekkah and Isaac. They interpret the story as each person doing as their father tells them and this is more important that consent to marriage being given. (KU)This is also connected to the commandment ‘Honour thy Father and Mother’ and this is held up as more important than anything else. However, this is a fairly extreme view and more likely to be supported within Fundamentalist Christian groups rather than in the mainstream where forced marriage is condemned. (A) Forced marriage is also illegal in the UK and can result in up to seven years in prison for the perpetrator. Forced marriage tends to take place more in communities who have ties with countries such as Pakistan and Bangladesh, where families believe their daughter is becoming too westernised they will be taken ‘on holiday’ to visit family and will be forced to marry while they are away. This is not a religious practice, but cultural, and is often mistaken for an Islamic practice. (KU) Forced marriage is not morally acceptable under any circumstances, especially when threats or actual violence are present. When passports are removed and human rights are violated there can be no justification. It is important that arranged marriage and forced marriage are not confused as it is clear that the two are not comparable.(E) 

Overall, arranged marriage is just as acceptable as love marriage, but is in fact preferable to child marriage and forced marriage as I believe consent to be essential in any relationship. 


Miracles exemplar

2017 specimen paper q26

David Hume defined miracles as an occurrence that ‘violates the laws of nature’. If it breaks the laws of nature as we understand them it is a miracle, if a reasonable explanation can be found, then it would not be a miracle. (KU) Scientists would base their views about miracles on this definition and argue that you only need science to understand an occurrence that some may call miracles. Scientists believe everything has a physical cause, so science should be enough to explain everything, including miracles, by studying the laws of physics. (KU)For example, the book of Exodus tells the story of Moses who led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt by parting the Red sea, leading them to freedom and closing the sea back down upon the approaching Egyptian army. (KU)   However, scientists at the University of Colorado used computer modelling to conclude that with specific wind conditions and slight relocation og the event the biblical story of the parting of the Red Sea in the book of Exodus could have actually taken place. (KU. If science can prove that the environmental event actually occurred and it was not the power of God’s intervention it cannot by Hume’s definition be classed as a miracle. What may be argued as a miracle is the timing of the Israelites arrival at the shore and their faith in Moses to get them out of what was now a trap(A) A fundamentalist would take the view that the Bible is absolutely correct and it’s content fact and so the parting of the Red Sea is an example of Divine Intervention. (KU) The scientific approach proves the environmental ‘event’ took place.  Therefore the stance you take will determine whether you need science or religion in deciding whether miracles literally happen. If however a person considers themselves to be a more Liberal Christian they may take the scientific view as evidence for the event which was captured in scripture to teach followers about faith and commitment, God’s views on exploitation and how you could use the story in your own life. Allowing them to find benefit in both the scriptural and scientific explanation. (E)  

Fundamentalists disagree with scientists and say that science has nothing to do with miracles as they require only faith to know that they happen and some would go as far as to say that science is the work of the devil leading people away from God. (KU) The philosopher Soren Kierkegaard said that belief in miracles requires a ‘leap of faith’ if there is (scientific) certainty of it happening it is not true faith. (KU)  This philosophical approach lends weight to the Fundamentalist argument and together present a strong argument to say that science is not required to understand miracles, you just need to believe in them. However, this narrow view may  disadvantage the young person who is brought up in a fundamentalist family as they may struggle to rely on their faith when learning about science in school. E

A non-scriptural example of miracles is that of Padre Pio. Pio was born into a devout peasant family in 1877. By the age of five he had decided to dedicate his life to God and began punishing himself for ‘sinning’. He was weak and sickly suffering several illnesses and is said to have experienced many ‘ecstasies and visions’. (KU)He joined the Church as soon as he could and in 1918 developed ‘stigmata’ or the ‘wounds of Christ’. It is said that he was embarrassed by these marks which bled constantly and had the odour of sanctity or smell of flowers. Over his lifetime it’s claimed that Pio experienced a range of miracles including bi-location, levitation and transverberation which is where he felt himself pierced through the heart by a fiery dart of an angel. (KU) Miracles are embedded in the Roman Catholic Church and it is therefore no wonder Pio became famous for his experiences. For Roman Catholics miracles are constant reminders that God helps the pious and that his omnipotence and omnibenevolence are limitless and unknowable.(KU) However, the Holy See spent considerable time investigating Pio and at times condemned him as a fraud and at others welcoming his miracles and eventually venerating and canonising him. This demonstrates how it could be argued that science and faith are both required to understand miracles. Even the Roman Catholic Church does not just accept claims of miracles on faith, but carries out investigations into their veracity. (A) From a purely scientific perspective, there are a number of issues that might be raised in determining Pio’s miracles. For example, although the Roman Catholic Church carried out investigations, they will still have been influenced by the power of expectation where they are likely to have wanted the miracles to be true. They will have been psychologically primed to believe in miracles and as such are not reliable witnesses (A). This shows that even though there may be attempts at objective verification, this is actually very difficult to do. No matter who undertakes the investigations they will always have some bias. Therefore the three perspectives remain; Fundamentalists do not require and often reject proof but do take miracles literally, scientists reject anything but verifiable proof and liberals will take miracles metaphorically in order to lead a better life, accepting both scientific and religious explanations, but would not take the miracles literally. Therefore belief in miracles does not rely on both faith and reason (E) WHAT COULD YOU ADD TO IMPROVE THIS EXAMPLE FURTHER?
Past papers
Religious, philosophical questions - Miracles

	2015
 
 26. “It is reasonable to believe that miracles happen.”  Discuss.  
In your answer you should present a reasoned and well-structured view. (20)



	2016
26. “Science has done enough to prove that miracles do not happen.” How far do you agree? (20)

	2017
 26. How convincing are religious views on miracles? (20)

	Specimen Paper 2017
26. ‘Belief that miracles literally happen relies not only on faith, but also on reason’. Discuss this view. In your answer you should present a reasoned and well-structured view.  (20)


	2018
 
 26. To what extent do you agree that accounts of non-scriptural miracles are convincing? (20)


	2019 specimen paper
 4. To what extent do you agree that religious and scientific views on miracles are compatible? (20)


	2019
4. ‘Miracles are real.’ How far do you agree? (20)








Essay Hacks
· Create  a paragraph plan before you start writing – use this as a checklist
· Write the question at the top to help you focus on it
· Always use paragraphs – never use bullet points
· Mark/highlight the skills in your paragraphs e.g. 
· Use different highlighters on the sentence starters
· Put a K/U, A and E in the margin
· This will help you work out how much you need to write and make life easier for the SQA!
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