[image: image6.jpg]Education
Scotland
Foghlam Alba




[image: image6.jpg]

[image: image7.png]22 smarter
00000000 i



Course: RMPS
Philosophy of Religion

Level: Advanced Higher

March 2015

This advice and guidance has been produced for teachers and other staff who provide learning, teaching and support as learners work towards qualifications. These materials have been designed to assist teachers and others with the delivery of programmes of learning within the new qualifications framework. 

These support materials, which are neither prescriptive nor exhaustive, provide suggestions on approaches to teaching and learning which will promote development of the necessary knowledge, understanding and skills. Staff are encouraged to draw on these materials, and existing materials, to develop their own programmes of learning which are appropriate to the needs of learners within their own context.

Staff should also refer to the course and unit specifications and support notes which have been issued by the Scottish Qualifications Authority.

http://www.sqa.org.uk 

Acknowledgement

© Crown copyright 2015. You may re-use this information (excluding logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/ or e-mail: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

Where we have identified any third party copyright information you will need to obtain permission from the copyright holders concerned. 

Any enquiries regarding this document/publication should be sent to us at enquiries@educationscotland.gov.uk.

This document is also available from our website at www.educationscotland.gov.uk.

[image: image1]
Contents
Introduction
4

Note for staff
4

Mandatory content of this unit
4

Guide to using these materials
5

Part 1: The cosmological argument
6
Section 1: Orientation
6
Section 2: Aquinas’ cosmological arguments and criticisms  
8
Section 3: Developments of the cosmological argument   
11
Section 4: Philosophical criticisms of cosmological arguments
14
Section 5: Scientific challenges to cosmological arguments
16
Part 2: The teleological argument
19
Section 1: Orientation
19
Section 2: Traditional versions of the teleological argument and key 
features of it
21
Section 3: The presence of suffering and evil in the world   
24
Section 4: Evolution
27
Section 5: The anthropic principle
30
Part 3: Atheism
32
Section 1: Orientation
32
Section 2: Grounds for atheism
33
Section 3: Presumption of atheism
36
Section 4: Coherence of the concept of God
38
Section 5: Criticisms of atheism
41

[image: image2]
Introduction

Note for staff
These materials are designed to be studied by learners involving an element of self-study. Staff must, however, ensure that:

· any updates and mandatory documents from SQA are taken into account throughout delivery

· the content of all website links in this document is appropriate for their learners

· any links to, for example, YouTube sites are appropriate for their learners

· they are aware that many of the topics of study in this section of the RMPS Advanced Higher course are, by nature, highly controversial and that their learners are made aware of this.

Mandatory content of this unit

Cosmological argument and responses 
 Aquinas’s cosmological arguments 

 Possibility and necessity 

 Developments of the criticism of Aquinas’ arguments 

 Kalam cosmological argument 

 Other cosmological arguments 

Teleological argument and responses 
 Use of analogy — strengths and weaknesses 

 Key features of Aquinas’ argument 

 Presence of suffering and evil 

 Evolution 

 Anthropic principle 

Atheism 
 Atheism as a belief position 

 The grounds for atheism 

 Criticisms of atheistic stances 

 Presumption of atheism 

 Coherence of the concept of God 

 External coherence 

 Internal coherence 

Guide to using these materials

These materials are designed to help you investigate and study this unit of the RMPS Advanced Higher course independently. 

The materials are in three parts: Part 1 – The Cosmological Argument, Part 2 – The Teleological Argument and Part 3 – Atheism. 

Each part contains an orientation section to help you find your way through the rest of the material, followed by a series of study sections for each of the key areas of content. 

Each study section contains:
1. Key research questions 
2. Investigate section

This section guides you to online resources and supports you to gather information and viewpoints.
3. Analyse section

This section sets questions for specific analysis using the online resources.
4. Answer section

This section helps you to bring together your learning in the topic area in an extended response covering the key points of that topic area.

Each study section has a corresponding revise section. The revise sections will help you to:
1. remember – an opportunity to recall the key aspects of the topic
2. re-tell – describe and/or report on a central aspect of the topic
3. re-draft – set out the key features of the topic as bullet points for extended responses that can later be developed into full answers
4. review – the production of a mode of recalling the key features of the topic.
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Part 1: The cosmological argument
Section 1: Orientation

Orientation tasks
1. Briefly describe the cosmological argument.
2. Set up a key people, terms and ideas list with information, definitions and examples to explain each term. You should start this now and add to it as you study the cosmological argument. 

Resources
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/search-results?as_q=philosophy+of+religion ü
1. Pages 49–50 of Philosophy: Metaphysics (Higher)
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/Images/MetaphysicsH_tcm4-331168.pdf û
Note: This resource was written for the NQPhilosophy Higher. It is not at Advanced Higher level, but provides a straightforward starting point. 

2. The cosmological argument
http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/theistic-proofs/the-cosmological-argument/ û
http://www.philosophyonline.co.uk/nqsite/pages/cosmological.htm û
Note the options at the top of the page (under the title ‘The Cosmological Argument’) offering further information and questions.

3. Parts 3.1–3.3 of RMPS: Philosophy of Religion (Advanced Higher)
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/images/7642rmps2_tcm4-123906.pdf û
Note: This resource was written for the NQ RMPS Advanced Higher. It contains much that is useful, but should not be taken as a complete guide to the CfE RMPS Advanced Higher course. 

4. Arguments for the existence of God: Cosmological arguments

http://www.thatreligiousstudieswebsite.com/Religious_Studies/Phil_of_Rel/God/arguments_god_intro2.php û
5. Cosmological arguments for the existence of God (Judeo-Christian): An introduction

http://www.thatreligiousstudieswebsite.com/Religious_Studies/Phil_of_Rel/God/cosmological_main.php û
Key people, terms and ideas
This is not a complete list. You should expect to be adding to this list throughout your study of the cosmological argument. 

· Aquinas, Thomas
· Big bang theory
· Contingency

· Craig, William Lane

· Five Ways
· Hume, David
· Kalam cosmological argument

· Leibniz, Gottfried

· Necessity 

· Quantum theory

· Russell, Bertrand
· Steady-state theory

Section 2: Aquinas’ cosmological arguments and criticisms 
Key research questions 
1. What versions of the cosmological argument are presented by Aquinas in the Five Ways? 
2. What are the common key features of Aquinas’ cosmological arguments? 

3. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the cosmological arguments as presented in Aquinas’ Five Ways? 

4. How have Aquinas’ Five Ways been criticised? 

Investigate section
As you read the following online sources, as well as any other appropriate sources of information on this section, make your own notes using the key research questions above as a guide. These sources of information represent a wide range of stances; you should be careful to consider to what extent there is likely to be bias in each source and take that into consideration.
1. St Thomas Aquinas (1225–1274): An Introduction

http://thatreligioustudieswebsite.com/aquinas_thomas/ û
2. Parts 3.1–3.5 of RMPS: Philosophy of Religion

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/images/7642rmps2_tcm4-123906.pdfû
Note: This resource was written for the OLD OLDRMPS Advanced Higher. It contains much that is useful, but should not be taken as a complete guide to the new RMPS Advanced Higher course. 

3. Pages 49–50 of Philosophy: Metaphysics (Higher)
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/Images/MetaphysicsH_tcm4-331168.pdf û
Note: This resource was written for the NQ Philosophy Higher. It is not at Advanced Higher level, but provides a straightforward starting point. 

4. The Cosmological Argument by MrMcMillanREvis

Part 1: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yyiNbJlqcJo ü
Part 2: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLKwImYuEKU ü
5. Thomas Aquinas, ‘The Five Ways’
http://philosophy.lander.edu/intro/aquinas.shtml ü
Part I: Thomas Aquinas, ‘The Argument from Motion’
http://philosophy.lander.edu/intro/motion.shtml ü
Part II. Thomas Aquinas, ‘The Argument from Efficient Cause’
http://philosophy.lander.edu/intro/cause.shtml ü
Part III. Thomas Aquinas, ‘The Argument from Necessity’
http://philosophy.lander.edu/intro/necessity.shtml ü
Part IV. Thomas Aquinas, ‘The Argument from Gradation’
http://philosophy.lander.edu/intro/gradation.shtml ü
Part V. Thomas Aquinas, ‘The Argument from Design’
http://philosophy.lander.edu/intro/governance.shtml ü
6. Aquinas’s ‘Five Ways’ from Summa Theologica
http://mind.ucsd.edu/syllabi/02-03/01w/readings/aquinas-5-ways.pdf û
6. The Cosmological Argument
http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/theistic-proofs/the-cosmological-argument/ û
7. Thomas Aquinas' Five Ways (Part 1): Introduction, Motion, Causation

http://www.thatreligiousstudieswebsite.com/Religious_Studies/Phil_of_Rel/God/five_ways.php û
Thomas Aquinas' Five Ways (Part 2): Contingency, Goodness, Design

http://www.thatreligiousstudieswebsite.com/Religious_Studies/Phil_of_Rel/God/five_ways2.php û
8. Aquinas’ Cosmological Argument

http://www.richmond-philosophy.net/rjp/rjp20_samuel.php û
9. Aquinas’ Cosmological Argument for the Existence of God

http://www.scandalon.co.uk/philosophy/cosmological_aquinas.htm ü
Analyse section
SQA Definition of analysis:
Analysis involves identifying parts, the relationship between them, and their relationships with the whole. It can also involve drawing out and relating implications. Analytical points will involve the candidate identifying at least two relevant components (e.g. of an idea, theory, argument etc.) and clearly showing at least one of the following:
 links between different components

 links between component(s) and the whole

 links between component(s) and related concepts

 similarities or contradictions

 consistency or inconsistency

 different views/interpretations

 possible consequences/implications

 relative importance

 understanding of underlying order or structure
1. What are the essential features of cosmological arguments? 

2. Analyse each of Aquinas’ Five Ways. Include reference to key quotes from the writing of Aquinas.

3. What are the similarities and differences between Aquinas’ versions of the teleological argument as presented in the Summa Theologica?

4. What are the strengths and weaknesses of each of Aquinas’ cosmological arguments?

5. To what extent are any of Aquinas’ Five Ways a convincing argument for the existence of God? 

6. What items should you add to your key people, terms and ideas list from this study section?

Answer section
Write an extended answer to the question below. You should make appropriate reference to sources you have studied in this written task.
Discuss Aquinas’ versions of the cosmological argument. 

Section 3: Developments of the cosmological argument  

Key research questions 
1. What is the Kalam cosmological argument? What are the similarities and differences between the Kalam cosmological argument and Aquinas’ cosmological arguments?

2. What is the argument from contingency? What are the similarities and differences between the argument from contingency and Aquinas’ cosmological arguments?

3. How did Gottfried Leibniz develop the cosmological argument? What is the principle of sufficient reason? 

4. How has William Lane Craig developed the cosmological argument?

5. What are the strengths and weaknesses of these versions of the cosmological argument? 

Investigate section
As you read the following online sources, as well as any other appropriate sources of information on this section, make your own notes using the key research questions above as a guide. These sources of information represent a wide range of stances; you should be careful to consider to what extent there is likely to be bias in each source and take that into consideration.

1. The Kalam Cosmological Argument

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/theistic-proofs/the-cosmological-argument/the-kalam-cosmological-argument/ û
https://www.allaboutphilosophy.org/cosmological-argument.htm ü
The Argument from Contingency

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/theistic-proofs/the-cosmological-argument/the-argument-from-contingency/ û
2. The Kalam Cosmological Argument: William Lane Craig

Part 1: http://www.thatreligiousstudieswebsite.com/Religious_Studies/Phil_of_Rel/God/kalam_cosmological_craig.php û
Part 2: http://www.thatreligiousstudieswebsite.com/Religious_Studies/Phil_of_Rel/God/kalam_cosmological_craig2.php û
3. The Cosmological Argument – video 

http://www.reasonablefaith.org/kalam ü
4. Kalām cosmological argument

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kal%C4%81m_cosmological_argument û
5. Professor Mackie and the Kalam Cosmological Argument

http://www.reasonablefaith.org/professor-mackie-and-the-kalam-cosmological-argument ü
6. The Cosmological Argument by MrMcMillanREvis

Part 2: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLKwImYuEKU ü
7. The Principle of Sufficient Reason

http://www.scandalon.co.uk/philosophy/sufficient_reason.htm ü
8. The Leibnizian Cosmological Argument

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2ULF5WixMM ü
9. Leibniz’s cosmological argument

http://www3.nd.edu/~jspeaks/courses/2008-9/10100-spring/_LECTURES/5%20-%20Leibniz.pdf ü
https://www.iep.utm.edu/religion/ - SH4b
 ü
Analyse section
1. Explain the Kalam cosmological argument, the argument from contingency and Leibniz’s cosmological argument. 

2. What are the similarities and differences between these versions of the cosmological argument?

3. What are the strengths and weaknesses of each of these arguments?

4. To what extent are these arguments improvements on Aquinas’ Five Ways? To what extent do they present a more convincing argument for the existence of God? 

5. What items should you add to your key people, terms and ideas list from this study section?

Answer section
Write an extended answer to the question below. You should make appropriate reference to sources you have studied in this written task.
‘Subsequent cosmological arguments develop the key features of Aquinas’ argument’
Discuss.
Present a reasoned argument and conclusion . 

Section 4: Philosophical criticisms of cosmological arguments  
Key research questions 
1. What is inductive reasoning? What are the strengths and weaknesses of inductive reasoning? 

2. How have David Hume, Anthony Kenney and Bertrand Russell criticised the cosmological argument? 

3. How significant are these criticisms? 

4. What responses to these criticisms have been provided by supporters of cosmological arguments? 

Investigate section
As you read the following online sources, as well as any other appropriate sources of information on this section, make your own notes using the key research questions above as a guide. These sources of information represent a wide range of stances; you should be careful to consider to what extent there is likely to be bias in each source and take that into consideration.

1. Deductive and Inductive Arguments

http://www.iep.utm.edu/ded-ind/ ü
2. Deductive and Inductive Arguments

http://atheism.about.com/od/criticalthinking/a/deductivearg.htm ü
3. On the Ultimate Origination of Things (G. W. Leibniz)

http://www.thatreligiousstudieswebsite.com/Religious_Studies/Phil_of_Rel/God/cosmological_leibniz_origination.php û
4. It Is Not ‘Special Pleading’ to Say God Is Without A Cause

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWcSBzbyaaA&list=PL3gdeV4Rk9Ef6jhlYL-Pp1UwzvnL_kbqw ü
5. Why Must the Cause of the Universe Be Personal and Not Impersonal?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2mFogzBO-Y&index=3&list=PL3gdeV4Rk9Ef6jhlYL-Pp1UwzvnL_kbqw ü
6. Hume and Kant’s Criticism of the Cosmological Argument

http://www.scandalon.co.uk/philosophy/cosmological_hume_kant.htm ü
7. The Cosmological Argument: Russell vs. Copleston

http://www.scandalon.co.uk/philosophy/cosmological_russell_copleston.htm ü
http://www.scandalon.co.uk/philosophy/cosmological_radio.htm ü
8. A Critique of the Cosmological Argument

http://mind.ucsd.edu/syllabi/02-03/01w/readings/edwards.pdf û
9. David Hume on the Cosmological Argument

http://sententias.org/2012/09/10/hume-on-ca/ û
Analyse section
1. What is inductive reasoning? Can you give examples of inductive reasoning (on any topic) and use these to explain the strengths and weaknesses of inductive reasoning? What features of an inductive argument make it a strong or weak argument? 

2. How far can an understanding of inductive arguments be used to critique various versions of the cosmological argument?

3. How helpful are the criticisms of Hume, Kenny and Russell to the cosmological argument?

4. To what extent have defenders of the cosmological argument successfully answered these challenges? 

5. What items should you add to your key people, terms and ideas list from this study section?

Answer section
Write an extended answer to the question below. You should make appropriate reference to sources you have studied in this written task.
‘The cosmological argument has been successfully discredited by philosophical criticisms.’ 

Discuss.
Present a reasoned argument and conclusion.
Section 5: Scientific challenges to cosmological arguments

Key research questions 
1. What is the big bang theory? What evidence is there for the big bang theory?

2. Why might the big bang theory be seen as a challenge to the cosmological argument? How serious is this challenge? 

3. What alternative scientific views are there on the origin of the universe, e.g. steady-state theory? 

4. Why might these be seen as a challenge to the cosmological argument? How serious are these challenges?

Investigate section
As you read the following online sources, as well as any other appropriate sources of information on this topic, make your own notes using the key research questions above as a guide. These sources of information represent a wide range of stances; you should be careful to consider to what extent there is likely to be bias in each source and take that into consideration.
NB: ‘Big Bang Theory’  is not mandatory content though it could be used in reference to modern developments which challenge traditional philosophical ideas 
1. The Big Bang Theory

http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/space/universe/questions_and_ideas/big_bang û
2. Big Bang Theory – An Overview

http://www.big-bang-theory.com/ ü
3. The Big Bang (Open Learn)
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/science/physics-and-astronomy/the-big-bang/content-section-0 
This is a university level resource on Open Learn, a collection of online self-study materials from the Open University.

4. The meaningless Big Bang question

http://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/science/physics-and-astronomy/astronomy/the-meaningless-big-bang-question 

5. The Big Bang: Conversation with William Lane Craig

http://www.reasonablefaith.org/the-big-bang 

6. Pope Francis says Big Bang theory and evolution 'compatible with divine Creator'

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/the-pope/11192802/Pope-Francis-says-Big-Bang-theory-and-evolution-compatible-with-divine-Creator.html 

7. Fr. Robert Barron on Stephen Hawking and Atheism

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-yx5WN4efo 

8. Alternatives to the Big Bang Theory Explained

http://www.space.com/24781-big-bang-theory-alternatives-infographic.html 

Analyse section
1. In what ways does the big bang theory present a challenge to the cosmological argument? How significant is this challenge? 

2. What responses can be given to these challenges? 

3. To what extent can supporters of the cosmological argument accept the big bang theory, or other scientific theories about the origin of the universe, without detriment to the key features and conclusion of the cosmological argument?  

4. What items should you add to your key people, terms and ideas list from this study section?

Answer section
Write an extended answer to the question below. You should make appropriate reference to sources you have studied in this written task.
To what extent is the cosmological argument challenged by or compatible with a scientific understanding of the origins of the universe? 
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Part 2: The teleological argument
Section 1: Orientation

Orientation tasks
1. Briefly describe the teleological argument.

2. Set up a key people, terms and ideas list with information, definitions and examples to explain each term. You should start this now and add to it as you study the teleological argument. 

Resources
1. Pages 51–52 of Philosophy: Metaphysics (Higher)
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/Images/MetaphysicsH_tcm4-331168.pdf 

Note: This resource was written for the NQ Philosophy Higher. It is not at Advanced Higher level, but provides a straightforward starting point. 

2. The Teleological Argument

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/theistic-proofs/the-teleological-argument/ 

3. Parts 4.1–4.4 of RMPS: Philosophy of Religion 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/images/7642rmps2_tcm4-123906.pdf 

Note: This resource was written for the NQ RMPS Advanced Higher. It contains much that is useful, but should not be taken as a complete guide to the CfE RMPS Advanced Higher course. 

4. Design Arguments for the Existence of God – Introduction
http://www.iep.utm.edu/design/ 

5. The Teleological Argument 

http://www.philosophyonline.co.uk/nqsite/pages/teleological.htm 

Note the options at the top of the page (under the title ‘The Teleological Argument’) offering further information and questions. 

6. Arguments for the existence of God: Introduction and Design

http://www.thatreligiousstudieswebsite.com/Religious_Studies/Phil_of_Rel/God/arguments_god_intro1.php 

Key people, terms and ideas
This is not a complete list. You should expect to be adding to this list throughout your study of the teleological argument. 

· Aesthetic principle

· Anthropic principle

· Aquinas, Thomas
· Argument from analogy
· Argument from design

· Creationism

· Darwin, Charles

· Design qua purpose

· Design qua regularity

· Evil

· Evolution

· Freewill

· Hume, David
· Intelligent design
· Irenaean theodicy
· Irreducible complexity

· Natural selection

· Paley, William

· Russell, Bertrand
· Tennant, F.R.
· Theodicy

Section 2: Traditional versions of the teleological argument and key features of it

Key research questions 
1. How does Aquinas present the teleological argument? 

2. How does Paley present the teleological argument? 

3. What are the common key features of traditional versions of the teleological argument? 

4. What is an argument from analogy?

5. What are the strengths and weaknesses of arguments from analogy, both in general and in the specific context of the teleological argument? 
Investigate section
As you read the following online sources, as well as any other appropriate sources of information on this section, make your own notes using the key research questions above as a guide. These sources of information represent a wide range of stances; you should be careful to consider to what extent there is likely to be bias in each source and take that into consideration.

1. Parts 4.1–4.5 of RMPS: Philosophy of Religion

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/images/7642rmps2_tcm4-123906.pdf
Note: This resource was written for the NQ RMPS Advanced Higher. It contains much that is useful, but should not be taken as a complete guide to the new RMPS Advanced Higher course. 

2. Pages 51–54 of Philosophy: Metaphysics (Higher)
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/Images/MetaphysicsH_tcm4-331168.pdf 
Note: This resource was written for the NQ Philosophy Higher. It is not at Advanced Higher level, but provides a straightforward starting point. 

3. The Design Argument by MrMcMillanREvis

Part 1: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foeM6vXZCys
Part 2: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9NGj6Zk9Wj0 

4. William Paley, ‘The Teleological Argument’
http://philosophy.lander.edu/intro/paley.shtml 

5. Natural Theology, William Paley 

https://archive.org/stream/naturaltheologyo00pale#page/4/mode/2up 

This archive offers access to electronic copies of historical texts. The link opens the electronic book at Chapter 1 of Paley’s Natural Theology, where he presents the analogy of the watch. Alternatively, the text of the relevant chapter can be found here: http://naturaltheology.us/state-of-the-argument/192.html 

6. The Watchmaker, from Kids4Truth website

http://kids4truth.com/Dyna/Watchmaker/English.aspx 

7. St Thomas Aquinas (1225–1274): An Introduction

http://thatreligioustudieswebsite.com/aquinas_thomas/
8. Thomas Aquinas, ‘The Five Ways’
http://philosophy.lander.edu/intro/aquinas.shtml
The fifth of Aquinas’ Five Ways is a teleological argument. 

9. Aquinas’s ‘Five Ways’ from Summa Theologica
http://mind.ucsd.edu/syllabi/02-03/01w/readings/aquinas-5-ways.pdf 

The fifth of Aquinas’ Five Ways is a teleological argument. 

10. The Argument from Analogy

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/theistic-proofs/the-teleological-argument/the-argument-from-analogy/ 

11. Design arguments for the existence of God (Judeo-Christian) Part 1: Introduction, the Bible, Aquinas and Paley

http://www.thatreligiousstudieswebsite.com/Religious_Studies/Phil_of_Rel/God/design_main.php 

12. The Teleological Argument: William Paley

http://www.scandalon.co.uk/philosophy/teleological.htm 

13. Challenges to the Teleological Argument from Hume

http://www.scandalon.co.uk/philosophy/teleological_hume.htm 

Analyse section
1. What are the essential features of the teleological argument? State the teleological argument as simply as possible. 

2. Summarise the teleological argument as presented by both Aquinas and Paley. Make appropriate use of the phrases ‘design qua purpose’ and ‘design qua regularity’. Include reference to key quotes from the writing of Aquinas and Paley. 

3. What are the similarities and differences between Aquinas’ and Paley’s versions of the teleological argument? 

4. What is an argument from analogy? Can you give examples of arguments from analogy (on any topic) and explain why each example is sound or unsound? 

5. What features of an argument from analogy make it a sound method of reasoning? Does the teleological argument (as presented by Aquinas and Paley) demonstrate these features? 

6. What are the strengths and weaknesses of Aquinas’ teleological argument? What are the strengths and weaknesses of Paley’s teleological argument?

7. To what extent is Aquinas’ teleological argument a convincing argument for the existence of God? To what extent is Paley’s teleological argument a convincing argument for the existence of God? 
8. What items should you add to your key people, terms and ideas list from this study section?

Answer section
Write an extended answer to the question below. You should make appropriate reference to sources you have studied in this written task.
Critically evaluate traditional versions of the teleological argument.
Present a reasoned argument and conclusion 

Section 3: The presence of suffering and evil in the world  

Key research questions 
1. Why might the presence of suffering and evil in the world be seen as a challenge to the teleological argument? How serious is this challenge? 

2. What is the freewill defence and how does it attempt to answer the challenge presented by the presence of suffering and evil?

3. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the freewill defence? 

4. What are theodicies? Describe the Irenaean theodicy and the Augustinian theodicy. 

5. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the Irenaean theodicy and the Augustinian theodicy?

6. How does John Hick respond to the problem of suffering and evil? 

Investigate section
As you read the following online sources, as well as any other appropriate sources of information on this section, make your own notes using the key research questions above as a guide. These sources of information represent a wide range of stances; you should be careful to consider to what extent there is likely to be bias in each source and take that into consideration.

1. The Free Will Defence: A Good God vs The Problem of Evil

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02b97db 

2. Part 4.11 of RMPS: Philosophy of Religion

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/images/7642rmps2_tcm4-123906.pdf
Note: This resource was written for the NQ RMPS Advanced Higher. It contains much that is useful, but should not be taken as a complete guide to the CfE RMPS Advanced Higher course. 

3. The Problem of Evil and Suffering: An Introduction

http://thatreligioustudieswebsite.com/evil_suffering_intro/ 

4. Problem of Evil by MrMcMillanREvis

Part 1: An Introduction: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qilO5AJjkvw 

Part 2: The Augustinian Theodicy: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1ysPBjXXk4 
Part 3: The Irenaean Theodicy: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWcgHmXV09g 

Part 4: Free Will Defence: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEB72UE7P2A 

5. The Problem of Evil 

http://www.philosophyonline.co.uk/nqsite/pages/evil.htm
Note the side options for more on the Irenaean theodicy and the Augustinian theodicy, as well as the options at the top of the page (under the title ‘The Problem of Evil’) offering further information and questions. 

6. John Hick, ‘Allowing for Evil’
http://philosophy.lander.edu/intro/hick.shtml 

7. John Hick: Section 3a

http://www.iep.utm.edu/hick/ 

8. David Bentley Hart – Suffering and the problem of evil

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZTuhme8mwk 

9. The Problem of Evil – William Lane Craig

http://www.reasonablefaith.org/the-problem-of-evil
10. The ‘Crimes of Nature’ (John Stuart Mill on the Problem of Evil and Suffering)

http://thatreligioustudieswebsite.com/mill_crimes_nature/ 

11. An Irenaean Theodicy (John Hick)

Part 1: http://thatreligioustudieswebsite.com/irenaean_theodicy_hick/ 

Part 2: http://thatreligioustudieswebsite.com/irenaean_theodicy_hick2/ 

12. The Problem of Evil and Suffering: Christian Responses

http://thatreligioustudieswebsite.com/evil_suffering_christian/
13. The Libet Experiment: Is free will just an illusion?

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02b8y3f 

14. At the Frontier of Faith: An Interview with John Hick

http://thatreligioustudieswebsite.com/interview_john_hick/ 

Analyse section
1. What philosophical questions are raised by the presence of suffering and evil in the world? How significant are these challenges? 
2. To what extent can the freewill defence rescue the teleological argument from the challenges presented by the problem of suffering?

3. Consider the Irenaean theodicy and the Augustinian theodicy. What are the similarities and differences between these two theodicies? 

4. Of the responses to the problem of suffering that you have studied, which do you think is most successful in offering a response to the problem of suffering and evil? 

5. Can any of the responses to the problem of suffering that you have studied respond well enough to the problem of suffering and evil that the presence of suffering and evil is no longer a challenge to the teleological argument?

6. What items should you add to your key people, terms and ideas list from this study section?

Answer section
Write an extended answer to the question below. You should make appropriate reference to sources you have studied in this written task.
To what extent does the problem of suffering and evil undermine the teleological argument? 

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion

Section 4: Evolution 

Key research questions 
1. What is evolution? What mechanisms drive the process of evolution? What evidence is there for evolution?

2. How did an understanding of the theory of evolution develop? How did people respond to the theory of evolution when it was first presented?

3. Why might the theory of evolution be seen as a challenge to the teleological argument? How serious is this challenge? 

4. What criticisms of evolution exist? What alternative views are offered on the origins of human life? Are these denials of the evidence presented for evolution or differing interpretations of the evidence? Your research should include making notes on creationism, intelligent design and irreducible complexity. 

Investigate section
As you read the following online sources, as well as any other appropriate sources of information on this topic, make your own notes using the key research questions above as a guide. These sources of information represent a wide range of stances; you should be careful to consider to what extent there is likely to be bias in each source and take that into consideration.

1. A brief history of evolution

http://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/history/history-science-technology-and-medicine/history-science/brief-history-evolution 

This is a university-level resource on Open Learn, a collection of online self-study materials from the Open University.

2. Evolution through natural selection

http://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/natural-history/evolution-through-natural-selection/content-section-0 

This is a university-level resource on Open Learn, a collection of online self-study materials from the Open University.

3. The science of evolution

http://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/natural-history/the-science-evolution/content-section-0 

This is a university-level resource on Open Learn, a collection of online self-study materials from the Open University. It includes sections on creationism and intelligent design. 

4. The Open University has many other resources on evolution available on the Open Learn site. Start here http://www.open.edu/openlearn/ and use the search box to search for terms such as ‘evolution’, ‘natural selection’ and ‘Darwin’. 

5. Why Is Evolution So Widely Believed? William Lane Craig

http://www.reasonablefaith.org/why-is-evolution-so-widely-believed 

6. Design arguments for the existence of God (Judeo-Christian) Part 2: Evidence and critiques

http://www.thatreligiousstudieswebsite.com/Religious_Studies/Phil_of_Rel/God/design_main2.php 

7. Challenges to the Teleological Argument from Mill and Darwin

http://www.scandalon.co.uk/philosophy/teleological_mill_darwin.htm 

Analyse section
1. In what ways does the theory of evolution present a challenge to the teleological argument? How significant is this challenge? 

2. Consider creationism and the irreducible complexity argument. What are the strengths and weaknesses of each of these views? 

3. To what extent do creationism, intelligent design and the argument of irreducible complexity offer a significant challenge to the theory of evolution?

4. Consider intelligent design and the teleological argument. What are the similarities and differences between these two views? 

5. To what extent can the teleological argument integrate the theory of evolution without detriment to the key features and conclusion of the teleological argument?  

6. What items should you add to your key people, terms and ideas list from this study section?

Answer section
Write an extended answer to the question below. You should make appropriate reference to sources you have studied in this written task.
To what extent is the teleological argument challenged by or compatible with a scientific understanding of the theory of evolution? 
Present a reasoned argument and conclusion.
Section 5: The anthropic principle

Key research questions 
1. What is the anthropic principle? What features of the physical world provide evidence that supports the anthropic principle? You should differentiate between the strong anthropic principle and the weak anthropic principle.

2. How does the anthropic principle support or develop the teleological argument? 

3. What criticisms can be made of the anthropic principle? How significant are these criticisms? 

Investigate section
As you read the following online sources, as well as any other appropriate sources of information on this section, make your own notes using the key research questions above as a guide. These sources of information represent a wide range of stances; you should be careful to consider to what extent there is likely to be bias in each source and take that into consideration. 

1. Parts 4.8–4.9 of RMPS: Philosophy of Religion

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/images/7642rmps2_tcm4-123906.pdf
Note: This resource was written for the NQ RMPS Advanced Higher. It contains much that is useful, but should not be taken as a complete guide to the CfERMPS Advanced Higher course. 

2. The Argument from Fine Tuning

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/theistic-proofs/the-teleological-argument/the-argument-from-fine-tuning/ 

3. Fine Tuning Argument – William Lane Craig

http://www.reasonablefaith.org/fine-tuning-argument 

4. The Fine Tuning of the Universe 

http://www.reasonablefaith.org/finetuning 

Analyse section
1. What philosophical questions are raised by the anthropic principle? 

2. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the strong anthropic principle and the weak anthropic principle? 

3. To what extent does the anthropic principle bolster the teleological argument? 

4. What items should you add to your key people, terms and ideas list from this study section?

Answer section

Write an extended answer to the question below. You should make appropriate reference to sources you have studied in this written task.
‘The anthropic principle is more effective in providing a convincing argument for the existence of an intelligent designer than the teleological argument.’
Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion. 
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Part 3: Atheism
Section 1: Orientation

Orientation tasks
1. Briefly describe what atheism is and what it is not. You may find more than one view on this.

2. Set up a key people, terms and ideas list with information, definitions and examples to explain each term. You should start this now and add to it as you study atheism. 

Resources

1. Arguments for Atheism

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/arguments-for-atheism/ 

2. Atheism (Introduction)
http://www.iep.utm.edu/atheism/ 

3. Atheism: An Introduction 

http://thatreligioustudieswebsite.com/atheism/ 

Key people, terms and ideas
This is not a complete list. You should expect to be adding to this list throughout your study of atheism. 

· Dawkins, Richard

· 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.iep.utm.edu/apriori/" 
A priori
 and A posteriori 

· Flew, Antony
· Occam’s razor

· Theodicy

· Feuerbach, Ludwig

· Freud, Sigmund

Section 2: Grounds for atheism

Key research questions 
1. What is atheism? You should differentiate between strong and weak atheism. You should be able to differentiate between atheism and agnosticism. 

2. What arguments are given in support of atheism? What are the strengths and weaknesses of these arguments?

3. What do the terms ‘a priori’ and ‘a posteriori’ mean? In what way are they helpful terms for distinguishing types of arguments supporting atheism?

Investigate section
As you read the following online sources, as well as any other appropriate sources of information on this section, make your own notes using the key research questions above as a guide. These sources of information represent a wide range of stances; you should be careful to consider to what extent there is likely to be bias in each source and take that into consideration.

1. Arguments for Atheism
http://www.existence-of-god.com/arguments-for-atheism.html 

2. Atheism: An introduction

http://thatreligioustudieswebsite.com/atheism/ 

3. Agnosticism: An introduction

http://thatreligioustudieswebsite.com/agnosticism/ 

4. Reasons for Atheism by MrMcMillanREvis

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g99OnASBQno&feature=youtu.be 

5. A Priori and A Posteriori 
http://www.iep.utm.edu/apriori/ 

6. Atheism

http://www.iep.utm.edu/atheism/
7. Reasons people choose atheism

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/atheism/beliefs/reasons_1.shtml 

8. The Presumption of Atheism

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/arguments-for-atheism/the-presumption-of-atheism/
9. The Problem of Evil

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/arguments-for-atheism/the-problem-of-evil/
See also sub-sections in left-hand navigation bar. 

10. Problems With Immortality

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/arguments-for-atheism/problems-with-immortality/
11. Problems With Original Sin

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/arguments-for-atheism/problems-with-original-sin/ 

See also sub-sections in left-hand navigation bar. 

12. Problems With Petitionary Prayer

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/arguments-for-atheism/problems-with-petitionary-prayer/
13. The Argument from Autonomy

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/arguments-for-atheism/the-argument-from-autonomy/
14. The Psychogenesis of Religion

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/arguments-for-atheism/the-psychogenesis-of-religion/
See also sub-sections in left-hand navigation bar. 

15. Religion and Memetics
http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/arguments-for-atheism/religion-and-memetics/
16. Is Atheism Irrational?

http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/02/09/is-atheism-irrational/?_r=0 

17. Atheism and Agnosticism

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/atheism-agnosticism/ 

Analyse section
1. What are the essential features of atheism? 

2. Describe in detail at least three arguments for atheism. Include comments on whether these arguments are a priori or a posteriori arguments, with explanations of these terms. 

3. What are the similarities and differences between the arguments you have described?

4. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments you have described? 

5. To what extent are these arguments convincing arguments for atheism? 

6. What items should you add to your key people, terms and ideas list from this study section?

Answer section
Write an extended answer to the question below. You should make appropriate reference to sources you have studied in this written task.
‘The problem of evil is the strongest argument for atheism.’ 

Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion.

Section 3: Presumption of atheism

Key research questions 
1. What is meant by the phrase ‘presumption of atheism’?

2. What is meant by the phrase ‘burden of proof’? How does this phrase apply in debates about the existence of God? 

Investigate section
As you read the following online sources, as well as any other appropriate sources of information on this section, make your own notes using the key research questions above as a guide. These sources of information represent a wide range of stances; you should be careful to consider to what extent there is likely to be bias in each source and take that into consideration.

1. The Presumption of Atheism

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/arguments-for-atheism/the-presumption-of-atheism/ 

2. The Presumption of Atheism, Anthony Flew

http://homes.chass.utoronto.ca/~ekremer/resources/Flew%20The%20Presumption%20of%20Atheism.pdf 

3. Antony Flew

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antony_Flew
4. Who has the Burden of Proof? Atheism vs Theism

http://atheism.about.com/od/atheismquestions/a/burdenofproof.htm 

5. The burden of proof

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KayBys8gaJY 

6. Russell's teapot

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russell%27s_teapot 

7. Bertrand Russell's China Teapot

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdwvVpFNIF8 

8. What is Occam's Razor?

http://math.ucr.edu/home/baez/physics/General/occam.html 

Analyse section
1. Describe the principle behind the presumption of atheism. 

2. Explain why it may be thought that theists have the burden of proof in debates on the existence of God.. Where do you think the burden of proof lies? Why?  

3. What is Occam ’s razor and how can it be applied to a discussion on the existence of God?

Answer section
Write an extended answer to the question below. You should make appropriate reference to sources you have studied in this written task.
‘The burden of proof for the existence of God lies with theists.’ 
Discuss

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion.
Section 4: Coherence of the concept of God

Key research questions 
1. What attributes are attributed to God by classical theism?

2. In what way may these attributes be considered incoherent? Consider both internal coherence and external coherence. 

3. Are these a priori or a posteriori arguments? 

4. To what extent does this incoherence provide an argument for atheism? What are the strengths and weaknesses of arguments for atheism based on the incoherence of the concept of God? 

Investigate section
As you read the following online sources, as well as any other appropriate sources of information on this section, make your own notes using the key research questions above as a guide. These sources of information represent a wide range of stances; you should be careful to consider to what extent there is likely to be bias in each source and take that into consideration.

1. Classical Theism

http://news.bbc.co.uk/dna/ptop/plain/A1113445
2. Western Concepts of God

http://www.iep.utm.edu/god-west/ 

3. Is the idea of God incoherent?

https://theway21stcentury.wordpress.com/2012/04/09/is-the-idea-of-god-incoherent/ 

4. Problems with Divine Omnipotence

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/arguments-for-atheism/problems-with-divine-omnipotence/ 

See also sub-sections in left-hand navigation bar. 

5. Omnipotence paradox

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omnipotence_paradox 

6. Can God make a rock so big He can't pick it up?

http://carm.org/questions/about-god/can-god-make-rock-so-big-he-cant-pick-it 

7. Omnipotence

http://www.iep.utm.edu/omnipote/ 

8. Problems with Divine Omniscience

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/arguments-for-atheism/problems-with-divine-omniscience/
See also sub-sections in left-hand navigation bar. 

9. Foreknowledge and Free Will

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/free-will-foreknowledge/ 

10. Foreknowledge and Free Will

http://www.iep.utm.edu/foreknow/ 

11. Free will and God’s Omniscience

http://cw.routledge.com/textbooks/alevelphilosophy/data/AS/IdeaofGod/FreeWillGod.pdf 
12. Argument from the impossibility of omniscience and free will

http://carm.org/omniscience-freewill 

13. If God is all knowing and he knows our future, then how is that free will?

http://carm.org/questions/about-doctrine/if-god-all-knowing-and-he-knows-our-future-then-how-free-will 

14. Problems with Divine Justice

http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/arguments-for-atheism/problems-with-divine-justice/
15. See also links in Part 2: Section 3: The presence of suffering and evil in the world for more on the issues around divine benevolence and human suffering.

Analyse section
1. Describe the character of God, according to western or classical theism.

2. Describe two a priori arguments for atheism based on the internal incoherence of the character of God.

3. Explain how a theist might respond to these a priori arguments. To what extent are such responses sufficient to answer the challenges raised?

4. Describe an a posteriori argument for atheism based on the incompatibility of the character of God and the nature of the world (external incoherence). 

5. Explain how a theist might respond to these a posteriori arguments. To what extent are such responses sufficient to answer the challenges raised?

6. What items should you add to your key people, terms and ideas list from this study section?

Answer section
Write an extended answer to the question below. You should make appropriate reference to sources you have studied in this written task.
‘The traditional theistic concept of God is hopelessly incoherent. This in itself is a powerful argument for atheism.’ 

Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion.

Section 5: Criticisms of atheistic stances
Key research questions 
1. What criticisms can be made of atheistic stances? 

2. How might a theist criticise the arguments for atheistic stances that you studied in Section 2?

3. What are the strengths and weaknesses of these criticisms?

Investigate section
As you read the following online sources, as well as any other appropriate sources of information on this section, make your own notes using the key research questions above as a guide. These sources of information represent a wide range of stances; you should be careful to consider to what extent there is likely to be bias in each source and take that into consideration.

1. Catholic Response to Atheism by MrMcMillanREvis

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wp5RV91lS9w&feature=youtu.be 

2. Theistic Critiques Of Atheism

http://www.reasonablefaith.org/theistic-critiques-of-atheism
3. Criticism of atheism

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Criticism_of_atheism 

4. Common Criticisms of Atheism (and Why They’re Mistaken)

http://www.provingthenegative.com/2008/08/common-criticisms-of-atheism-and-why.html 

5. 'Why God Won't Go Away' by Alister McGrath

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=creNs9-Ui6A 

6. Many of the links in Section 2 are of relevance here. 

7. See also theistic responses (theodicies) to the problem of evil in Part 2: Section 3.

Analyse section
1. Select at least three arguments for atheism, describe theistic responses to these atheistic arguments. 
2. Analyse these responses. Do they answer the arguments made in support of atheism? Are they convincing?

3. Are criticisms of atheism a priori arguments, a posteriori arguments or potentially both?

4. How successful do you think that theistic criticisms of atheistic arguments are?

5. What items should you add to your key people, terms and ideas list from this study section?

Answer section
Write an extended answer to the question below. You should make appropriate reference to sources you have studied in this written task.
‘Criticisms of atheistic stances have been largely unsuccessful’

Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion..
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