[image: image23.jpg]Education
Scotland
Foghlam Alba




[image: image23.jpg]

[image: image24.png]22 smarter
00000000 i



Course: RMPS

Religious Experience

Level: Advanced Higher

March 2015

This advice and guidance has been produced for teachers and other staff who provide learning, teaching and support as learners work towards qualifications. These materials have been designed to assist teachers and others with the delivery of programmes of learning within the new qualifications framework. 

These support materials, which are neither prescriptive nor exhaustive, provide suggestions on approaches to teaching and learning which will promote development of the necessary knowledge, understanding and skills. Staff are encouraged to draw on these materials, and existing materials, to develop their own programmes of learning which are appropriate to the needs of learners within their own context.

Staff should also refer to the course and unit specifications and support notes which have been issued by the Scottish Qualifications Authority.

http://www.sqa.org.uk 

Acknowledgement

© Crown copyright 2015. You may re-use this information (excluding logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/ or e-mail: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

Where we have identified any third party copyright information you will need to obtain permission from the copyright holders concerned. 

Any enquiries regarding this document/publication should be sent to us at enquiries@educationscotland.gov.uk.

This document is also available from our website at www.educationscotland.gov.uk.

[image: image1]
Contents

Introduction
4

Week 1:
The nature of religious experience
6

The key features of religious experience

Week 2:
Religious experience today
13

The impact of claims to religious experience

Week 3:
Ethical implications of religious experience
18

Faith perspectives

Week 4:
What mystical experiences have individuals had?
23

What effects do religious experiences have on religious communities?

Week 5:
How have religious experiences led to conversion?
26

In what ways have religious experiences developed through time?
Week 6:
What effects have changing belief systems had on our understanding of religious experiences?
34

How is the argument from religious experience used to support the existence of God?

Week 7:
Can scientific and faith-based perspectives on religious experience coexist?
40

How do those from secular backgrounds respond to religious experience?

Week 8:
Psychological accounts of religious experience
46

Scientific accounts of religious experience

Week 9:
Sociological accounts of religious experience
51

Limitations of sociological, scientific and psychological accounts

Week 10:
Final revision
56

[image: image2]
Introduction

Note for staff

These materials are designed to be studied by learners and involve an element of self-study. Staff must, however, ensure that:

· any updates from SQA are taken into account throughout delivery as well as all mandatory documents
· the content of all website links in this document is appropriate for their learners

· any links to other websites, for example YouTube, are appropriate for their learners

· they are aware that many of the topics of study in this section of the Advanced Higher RMPS course are, by nature, highly controversial, and that their learners are made aware of this.

Introduction for staff
These support materials are designed as a distance learning pack for learners studying the SQA course in Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies at Advanced Higher level. Learners will engage with website materials and critically analyse issues related to religious experience.

It is important for staff to ensure that they are working with the most up-to-date SQA course documentation, which can be found at http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/48457.html. They should also ensure that they are aware of any update letters from the SQA in this respect, which should also appear at this web link.

The materials below make use of a wide range of websites as source material and while every effort has been made to ensure that these websites are useful and age-appropriate, it is the responsibility of staff to ensure that these websites are appropriate for the learners who are following this course in line with their school and local authority policies.

Staff should also note that at time of writing all of the web links in these materials were functioning, but the nature of the internet means that websites may be withdrawn, redirected or replaced. As these support materials are in electronic format, it is a simple matter to replace broken links with active ones.

Ideally, learners should be able to access these materials electronically, which means that they can be used in any location and the web links can be opened by clicking on them.

Staff should note that although the course is presented below in a linear fashion, the nature of the topic matter means that many topics will be revisited numerous times throughout the course and learners should make links across various areas of the course to build up a comprehensive picture of the subject matter.

Sample material
Course outline: Religious Experience

	Week
	Areas of study
	Notes

	1
	Nature of religious experience 

Key features of religious experience
	

	2
	Religious experience today

The impact of claims to religious experience
	

	3
	Ethical implications of religious experience

Faith perspectives
	

	4
	What mystical experiences have individuals had?
What effects do religious experiences have on religious communities?
	

	5
	How have religious experiences led to conversion?
In what ways have religious experiences developed through time?
	

	6
	What effects have changing belief systems had on our understanding of religious experiences?
How is the argument from religious experience used to support the existence of God?
	

	7
	Can scientific and faith-based perspectives on religious experience coexist?
How do those from secular backgrounds respond to religious experience?
	

	8
	Psychological accounts of religious experience
Scientific accounts of religious experience
	

	9
	Sociological accounts of religious experience

Limitations of sociological, scientific and psychological accounts
	

	10
	Revision summary
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Week 1:
The nature of religious experience 


The key features of religious experience
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Research question 1:1: What counts as a religious experience?

Investigate

Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/theistic-proofs/the-argument-from-religious-experience/   û
2. http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/497327/religious-experience  ü
3. https://intranet.wellingtoncollege.org.uk/resource.aspx?id=149170 û
4. https://intranet.wellingtoncollege.org.uk/resource.aspx?id=150411 û
5. http://www.studyspiritualexperiences.org/ ü
Analyse

SQA notes on Analysis:
Analysis involves identifying parts, the relationship between them, and their relationships with the whole. It can also involve

drawing out and relating implications.

Analytical points will involve the candidate identifying at least two relevant components (e.g. of an idea, theory, argument,

etc.) and clearly showing at least one of the following:

 links between different components

 links between component(s) and the whole

 links between component(s) and related concepts

 similarities or contradictions

 consistency or inconsistency

 different views/interpretations

 possible consequences/implications

 relative importance

 understanding of underlying order or structure

1. Explain what is meant by the term ‘religious experience’.
2. Why are there different viewpoints about the concept of a religious experience?

3. What are your views about religious experience and how did those views come about?

4. What factors explain why different people might understand religious experience in different ways?

5. Why might one person be more or less likely to interpret something as a religious experience?

6. What factors do you think are necessary before someone would understand something as a religious experience?

7. Should religious experiences be investigated? How?

Answer

You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 

What is meant by ‘religious experience’?

Research question 1:2: What are the key features of religious experience?

Investigate

Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.mel-thompson.co.uk/lecture%20notes/Religious%20Experience.pdf û
2. http://www.hodderplus.co.uk/myrevisionnotes/a-level-religious-studies/AQA-AS-Religion-and-Ethics-and-Philosophy-of-Religion/exam-practice/as-unit-c-philosophy-of-religion-exam-practice-answers.pdf ü (pages 3&4)

3. http://study.abingdon.org.uk/rs/AS%20Philosophy%20notes/argument_experience.pdf û
4. http://cw.routledge.com/textbooks/alevelphilosophy/data/A2/Religion/ReligiousExperience.pdf e-books ordered 16.4.20
5. http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/Revision:Religious_Experiences#Definition_of_Religious_Experience ü
Analyse

1. What are the key features of religious experience?

2. How far do all religious experiences follow a common pattern?

3. Is there a basic requirement for something to count as a religious experience?

4. What variations are there in religious experiences?

5. To what extent can the different features of religious experience be explained in alternative ways?

6. How far do the features of religious experience point to something ‘out there’ or ‘in here’?

7. How compelling are religious experiences as evidence for the ‘truth’ of religion?

Answer

You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated.

Describe and evaluate the main features of religious experience.

1. What is meant by a religious experience?

2. What are the key features of religious experience?

3. What are the key similarities and differences between different religious experiences?

4. What questions are raised by religious experience and how do religious and non-religious people answer these?

5. How far can you conclude that religious experiences point to a supernatural explanation?

Research question 1:3: What well-known accounts of religious experience are there?
Investigate

You will return to this topic area many times throughout this course, but for the moment you should concentrate on the key features of two well-known religious experiences, those of John Wesley and Teresa of Avila.
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.victorianweb.org/religion/wesley/3.html ü
2. http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/subdivisions/methodist_1.shtml ü
3. http://www.enterhisrest.org/testimonies/john_wesley.pdf û
4. http://www.deepspirits.com/great-people/teresa-of-avila/ ü
5. http://www.marypages.com/TeresaofAvila.htm ü
6. http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/audiences/2011/documents/hf_ben-xvi_aud_20110202_en.html ü
Analyse

1. How far were John Wesley’s and Teresa of Avila’s religious experiences similar/different?

2. Are there any similarities between the two stories about what led up to their religious experiences?

3. Are there any similarities between the two stories about the form of their religious experiences?

4. What were the major consequences of their religious experiences?

5. If you were able to investigate their religious experiences, what questions would you ask of them and others who knew them?

6. Critically evaluate their religious experiences. What other possible explanations could there be for what they experienced?

Answer

You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 

The experiences of John Wesley and Teresa of Avila are convincing evidence for the truth of religious experienceDiscuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion

Research question 1:4: What different viewpoints are there about religious experience?

Investigate

This question asks you to start considering the range of viewpoints there are about religious experience. Are they just important to the individuals who have them or do they have wider significance? You should now be considering how far there is debate about religious experience and what the key features of the debate are, again you will return to this theme throughout this course.
Go to the following web links and make your own notes in answer to this research question.
1. http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/497327/religious-experience/38340/Study-and-evaluation ü
2. http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/people/cslewis_1.shtml ü
3. http://www.revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/religious-studies/philosophy-religion/religious-experience/william-james-argument ü
4. http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CEIQFjAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Fintranet.wellingtoncollege.org.uk%2Fresource.aspx%3Fid%3D130189&ei=wSJ7U5uWGY6e7AbK0YCABQ&usg=AFQjCNGNyYRps1vajL7PDEUYvF08i0gzfg&bvm=bv.67229260,d.ZGU û
5. http://old.richarddawkins.net/articles/258-why-there-is-no-god û
Analyse

1. What different viewpoints are held about religious experience?

2. Can any individual’s claim of religious experience be verified (shown to be true?)

3. Are religious experiences all in the mind?

4. Some argue that because religious experiences are so personal, you can’t investigate them and you can’t use them as evidence for the existence of God. What do you think?

5. If religious experiences were proved to be true (or false) what would the implications for society be?

6. Should religious people use religious experience as evidence for the existence of God? What are the benefits and drawbacks of doing so?

Answer

You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 

Religious experience matters only to the person who has it.

Discuss.
Present a reasoned argument and conclusion
Week 1 revision: 
The nature of religious experience


The key features of religious experience 

Remember

1. In your own words, explain what is meant by the term ‘religious experience’.

2. Describe how two sources you investigated explored the topic of religious experience.

3. Explain why investigating religious experience matters to some and not to others.

4. Describe the key features of the religious experiences of John Wesley and Teresa of Avila. In what ways are they similar/different?

5. What different explanations might there be for the religious experiences of John Wesley and Teresa of Avila?

6. Describe a viewpoint which argues that religious experiences are proof of the existence of God, and one which argues that religious experiences are not proof of anything.

7. What are the key features of the debate about religious experience?

Re-tell

1. Describe one account of and one explanation of religious experience that you have investigated.

2. What are the key features of religious experience?

3. Explain one viewpoint for and one against the ‘truth’ of religious experience.

4. Explain why there is disagreement about the issue of religious experience.

Re-draft

Write down the key bullet points you would include in an extended answer to the following questions:

1. What is a religious experience?

2. How far does the religious experience of one person you have studied support the idea of religious experience?

3. What are the key arguments for and against religious experience?

4. ‘Religious experience is all in the mind.’ How far do you agree?

5. ‘Because religious experience cannot be proved or disproved, there is no point in discussing it.’ How far do you agree?

6. ‘Religious experience is beyond investigation.’ Discuss. 

Review

Create your own list of key words, an acrostic/mnemonic or a mind map to remind you of the key points that are raised by this topic area.

[image: image5]
Week 2:
Religious experience today


The impact of claims to religious experience
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Research question 2:1: What forms do religious experiences take in the 21st century? 

Investigate

This question asks you to start considering the similarities and differences between ‘classical’ religious experiences from the past and contemporary religious experiences. What do contemporary religious experiences tell us about religion and religious belief? You should now be developing your understanding of the extent to which there is debate about religious experience and what the key features of the debate are, again you will return to this theme throughout this course.

Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://studyspiritualexperiences.weebly.com/personal-stories.html û
2. http://douthat.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/02/25/religious-experience-and-the-modern-self/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0 û
3. http://religiousexperience.net/ ü
4. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/4902332.stm ü
5. http://www.scales.me.uk/2010/01/a2-religious-experience-notes/ ü
Analyse
1. In what ways are modern examples of religious experience similar to the ‘classical’ examples from the past you have looked at?
2. In what ways are contemporary religious experiences different to the ‘classical’ examples from the past?
3. Sometimes people refer to ‘modern miracles’ as religious experiences. What examples did you find of ‘modern miracles’? How far do you think these support belief in God?
4. Of course, the phrase ‘modern miracles’ is often used of what we might call ‘near’ or ‘lucky’ escapes, such as if you avoided a car crash by a second or two. Do you think these should be included as miracles? If not, why not?
5. The ‘Toronto Blessing’ is claimed by some to be an example of mass religious experience, by others as mass hysteria. What is your view?
http://www.johnandcarol.org/updates/the-toronto-blessing-what-is-it ü
Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
‘Religious experience is no different today to how it was in the past.’ 
Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion
Research question 2:2: What is the potential impact of claiming to have a religious experience?

Investigate
This question asks you to consider how people respond to religious experiences – those who have them and others. How do religious experiences change lives? Do they always do so for the better? Does it make sense to alter the course of a life because of a momentary experience?
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.horizonresearch.org/main_page.php?cat_id=203  ü
2. http://www.reasonablefaith.org/religious-experience-subjective-or-objective ü
3. http://www2.sunysuffolk.edu/pecorip/SCCCWEB/ETEXTS/PHIL_of_RELIGION_TEXT/CHAPTER_5_ARGUMENTS_EXPERIENCE/Mystical_Experiences.htm û
4. http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2011/10/08/my-faith-how-walking-the-labyrinth-changed-my-life/ ü
Analyse

Basing your answer on the websites above and the other accounts of religious experience you have studied answer the following:
1. In what ways do those who have religious experiences benefit from them? 
2. How were their lives changed by them? 
3. Did you find any examples in which having a religious experience was a negative experience or led to negative consequences?
4. In addition to the people who have them, how might religious experiences affect those around them? What might their reactions to them be?
Answer

You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
‘Religious experiences have significant impact on those who have them and those close to those who have them.’
Discuss.
Present a reasoned argument and conclusion
Week 2 revision:

Religious experience today


The impact of claims to religious experience

Remember 
1. Describe two accounts of contemporary religious experiences.
2. Describe the similarities between contemporary and ‘classical’ religious experiences.

3. Describe the differences between contemporary and ‘classical’ religious experiences.
4. Are contemporary religious experiences generally different in nature to those in the past? Explain your answer.

5. Do religious experiences point to a ‘spiritual dimension’ to life, and can there be such a thing in the absence of a god?

6. What are the effects of religious experiences on those who have them in today’s world?

7. How far do contemporary religious experiences support or challenge belief in God?

Re-tell
1. Describe one account of and one explanation of contemporary religious experience you have investigated.

2. What are the key features of contemporary religious experiences?

3. Using a contemporary religious experience, explain one viewpoint for and one against the ‘truth’ of religious experience.

4. Describe the variety of effects a religious experience had in any of the examples you found.

Re-draft

In the redraft section of week 1, you compiled bullet point responses for the following questions: Now add further bullet point responses based on what you have studied during week 2.

1. What is a religious experience?

2. How far does the religious experience of one person you have studied support the idea of religious experience?

3. What are the key arguments for and against religious experience?

4. ‘Religious experience is all in the mind.’ How far do you agree?

5. ‘Because religious experience cannot be proved or disproved, there is no point in discussing it.’ How far do you agree?

6. ‘Religious experience is beyond investigation.’ Discuss. 
Review

Create a diagram comparing the religious experience of one of the ‘classical’ studies you have investigated (eg Teresa of Avila) with one of the contemporary studies.
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Week 3:
Ethical implications of religious experience


Faith perspectives 
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Research question 3:1: What are the ethical implications of religious experience? 

Investigate
This question asks you to start considering how religious experiences impact on moral behaviour. Do they always improve individual morality or can they also stimulate actions which we might consider to be wrong? Does a religious experience which leads to good actions support the existence of God, and does one which leads to bad actions challenge the existence of God? It also asks you to consider the ways in which religious experiences might be generated. What are the ethical implications of these methods?

Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.innerworlds.50megs.com/God_Helmet/god_helmet.htm ü
2. http://www.academia.edu/1315374/Psychedelic_Drugs_and_the_Religious_Experience_A_Study_of_Neurological_and_Mystical_Relationships ü
3. http://www.elaine-m-hull.com/lectures/neurophysiology_religious_experience.pdf ü
4. http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/178645/ecstasy ü
5. http://www.yale.edu/minddevlab/papers/religion-morality-evolution.pdf û
Analyse
1. In what different ways can religious experiences be produced?

2. Do you think some of these ways are more morally questionable than others? Explain your answer.

3. Should religious people try to ‘force’ religious experiences or ‘let them come naturally’?
4. If technology, such as the ‘God helmet’, or drugs can produce religious experiences, what effect might this have on belief in God?

5. Based on this, and your previous study, what effects on moral behaviour might/does having a religious experience have?

6. Religious experiences which lead to good actions, such as the ‘classical’ studies you have examined, are often used to support belief in God. However, there are religious experiences which have led to bad actions, such as in the case of some religious cults and individuals. Should these count against belief in God?

Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
‘To what extent do religious experiences lead to those who have them becoming more moral people ?’
Present a reasoned argument and conclusion
Research question 3:2: How do those with religious faith respond to religious experiences?

Investigate
This question asks you to start considering the similarities and differences in religious experiences across world religions. How common is the experience and how might this support belief in a divine being (or beings)? What about differences in religious experiences across world religions. Do these support the idea that they are all ‘true’ or challenge that notion?
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://christianmystics.com/basics/whatis.html û
2. http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/subdivisions/sufism_1.shtml ü
3. http://www.jewfaq.org/kabbalah.htm ü
4. http://www.ochs.org.uk/lectures/by-topic/191 ü
5. http://www.centerforsacredsciences.org/index.php/publications/the-mystical-core-of-the-great-traditions.htm ü
Analyse
1. What are the key features of mysticism?

2. What are the main similarities and differences between mysticism in Christianity, Islam, Judaism and Hinduism?

3. Do the similarities and differences you outlined in the previous question support or challenge the view that ‘all religions point to the same divine being’?

4. Do you think you can be religious without being mystical?

5. All religions seem to have mystical dimensions, but not all religious people have mystical experiences. How might this affect the truth claims of religions?

6. In what ways are the mystical experiences across different religions you have studied here similar to/different from the experiences caused by devices such as the ‘God helmet’? 

Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
‘The similarities between mystical experiences across world religions suggest that they are all true.’
Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion
Week 3 revision:

Ethical implications of religious experience


Faith perspectives 
Remember 
1. Describe ways in which religious experiences improve ethical behaviours in those who have them.

2. Describe ways in which religious experiences lead to negative ethical consequences.

3. How do the ethical consequences of religious experiences support or challenge the truth of religious experience?

4. Describe accounts of religious experience from one of the world religions you have examined in this section.

5. Outline key similarities and differences between these experiences across the world religions.

6. Explain whether you think religious experiences across world religions support or challenge belief in a divine being/divine beings.

Re-tell
1. Describe one account of and one explanation of a religious experience/mysticism from two world religions.

2. Describe two possible ethical consequences of religious experience/mysticism.
3. Describe one similarity and one difference between religious experience/mysticism across two religions.

4. Describe what you consider to be the common features of mysticism.

Re-draft
Note key points in relation to the questions below:

1. In what different ways might religious experience impact on ethical behaviour?

2. Do the ethical consequences of religious experience support or challenge religious belief?

3. What are the main components of mysticism?

4. How far are mystical experiences common across world religions?

5. ‘Only someone who has had mystical experiences can claim to be truly religious.’ How far do you agree?

6. ‘Mysticism implies that all the religions are true.’ Do you agree?

Review
Design an academic poster which explores the similarities and differences between mystical experiences across world religions. 
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Week 4:
What mystical experiences have individuals had?


What effects do religious experiences have on religious communities?
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Research question 4:1: What mystical experiences have individuals had? 

Investigate
This question asks you to consider the role of mysticism in the lives of individuals. You may already have studied some of these individuals and others may be new to you. How did these people come to have mystical experiences? What were the consequences of these experiences? Are these experiences proof of the truth of religion?
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.biographyonline.net/spiritual/st_teresa_avila.html ü
2. http://www.reasons.org/articles/jonathan-edwards-an-awakening-of-heart-and-mind ü
3. http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06221a.htm ü
4. http://www.bodysoulandspirit.net/mystical_experiences/read/visitors/new_submissions.shtml ü
5. http://www.sofn.org.uk/sofia/84mystical.html ü
Analyse
1. What are the key features of the mystical experiences had by those you have studied in the websites above?

2. Which of those who had these experiences were religious before the experience? Does this make any difference to the experience which he/she had?

3. Do you think you have to be religious or spiritual to have a mystical experience?

4. Why might some religious people want to have mystical experiences?

5. Why might some religious people never have mystical experiences and what effect do you think this might have on them?

6. Does having a mystical experience require a set of circumstances which lead up to it? How common are these?

Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
‘Mystical experiencesstrengthen religious belief
Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion
Research question 4:2: In what ways might religious experiences unite and motivate religious communities?
Investigate
This question asks you to consider the role of mysticism and religious experiences in religious communities. How far do such experiences unite these communities? How far do they motivate and guide their actions? What role do these experiences play in these communities?
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://orthodoxinfo.com/inquirers/toronto.aspx ü
2. http://iona.org.uk/ ü
3. http://www.jewfaq.org/movement.htm#Chasidim ü
4. http://www.teachushistory.org/second-great-awakening-age-reform/articles/religious-revivals-revivalism-1830s-new-england ü
Analyse
1. What part does religious experience play in each of these communities?

2. In what ways might religious experience unite these communities? Do you think it has any potential to cause divisions within these communities or between them and others of the same religion?

3. How might religious experience motivate the beliefs and actions of members of these communities?

4. Some communities had religious experiences as part of their ‘revival’, such as those in New England, in the 19th century. What happened during these revivals and how does this support or challenge religious belief?

5. Not all religious communities involve elements of religious experience. What do you think makes one community more likely than another to have religious experiences? 

6. Compare the importance of religious experience in these communities with the individual case studies you have examined so far. What are the similarities and differences?

Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
To what extent do religious experiences unite and motivate communities of faith?
Week 4 revision:
What mystical experiences have individuals had?


What effects do religious experiences have on religious communities?

Remember 
1. Describe the religious/mystical experiences of at least three people you have studied.

2. Explain fully what is meant by ‘mysticism’.

3. Explain how far mystical and religious experiences are the same/different.

4. Describe two of the religious communities you examined in this section.

5. Explain how far religious experience motivates members of that community and how central religious experience is to that community.

6. Explain how religious experience might serve to unite one of the religious communities you have examined in this section.

Re-tell
1. Write an imaginative account of the religious experience of one of the people you have studied in this section. Try to imagine how they felt during their religious experience and convey this to your reader.

2. Explain why a religious person might want to have a religious experience and how not having such a thing could affect them (or not).
3. Tell the story of the beginnings of one of the communities you have studied in this section. How did it come to be and how did it change over time?

4. Describe how religious ‘revivals’ might produce different communities to those such as the Iona community (if you think they might).
Re-draft
Note key points in relation to the questions below:

1. What different forms of religious experience have people had?

2. What are the general effects of having a religious experience on an individual?

3. How did having a religious experience alter these people’s views of God/religion/life?

4. How does religious experience link to religious communities? How central is it to them?

5. Can you be religious without being part of a religious community?

6. Can you be religious without ever having had a religious experience?

Review
Produce a series of ‘fact files’ in your class for the individuals/communities you have studied in this section. 
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Week 5:
How have religious experiences led to conversion?

In what ways have religious experiences developed through time?
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Research question 5:1: What role has religious experience played in the conversion of individuals?

Investigate
This question asks you to consider the role of religious experiences in the lives of individuals who have undergone a conversion experience. This could be from one religion to another or from atheism to religious belief. Are the life-changing effects on these people’s world view proof of the power of religious experience? Is it proof that such experience comes from a divine being or beings?
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/history/paul_1.shtml ü
2. http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/people/cslewis_1.shtml ü
3. http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/culture-obituaries/books-obituaries/7586929/Professor-Antony-Flew.html ü
4. http://www.psywww.com/psyrelig/james/james8.htm ü
5. http://theonlygatewaytolife.com/Full%20Testimony.html û
6. http://new.exchristian.net/2010/09/my-conversion-experience.html ü
Analyse
1. How were each of the individuals you have looked at in the websites above converted? What common features are there to these conversions?

2. Based on what you have studied so far, what alternative explanations might you give for these conversions?

3. How far do you think individual case studies such as these are good evidence that religious experiences are proof of God (or divine beings)?

4. Many people are converted to religion, or away from it, without religious experiences being involved. Do you think religious experience is necessary for conversion?

5. In many cases people converted by religious experiences have not lived particularly good lives beforehand (e.g. Saint Paul). Should they be forgiven for their old lives and allowed to move on?

6. If someone is converted from one religion to another (e.g. Saint Paul), does this say anything about the truth of one religion compared to the other?

Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
‘Religious experience necessary for someone to convert to a religion?’
Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion.

Research question 5:2: In what ways might religious experience have changed as science and technology have developed over the years? 
Investigate
This question asks you to consider how religious experience may have changed as society, science and technology have progressed. It should help you to consider how far religious experience might be a product of the time and place in which it occurred or how far it is a universal and timeless experience that is not linked to culture, time or place. Some might argue that religious experiences from the past can only be properly understood if we understand the past, while others counter that human nature remains the same, past and present, and so religious experiences are no more or less valid because of when and where they happened. 
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&ved=0CDUQFjAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alevelphilosophy.co.uk%2Fhandouts_religion%2FJamesAndFreudReligiousExperience.doc&ei=mKnPU8DQGrPY7Abpq4GoCg&usg=AFQjCNGCiML__-1SALVPDP-eWJA9NFFcoA&bvm=bv.71667212,d.ZGU ü Downloaded and saved as separate document
2. http://study.abingdon.org.uk/rs/AS%20Philosophy%20notes/argument_experience.pdf û
3. http://www.bbc.co.uk/science/horizon/2003/godonbrain.shtml ü
4. http://staff.kings.edu/davidjohnson/Religious%20Experience%20Can%27t%20Justify%20Religous%20Belief%20v1.pdf û
5. http://www.qcc.cuny.edu/socialSciences/ppecorino/PHIL_of_RELIGION_TEXT/CHAPTER_5_ARGUMENTS_EXPERIENCE/Religious_Experiences.htm ü
Analyse
1. What different scientific explanations are there for religious experiences?

2. How far do you think the religious experiences of the individuals you have studied so far are linked to the time, place and circumstances of their own lives?

3. Although science and technology have clearly changed over the years, do you think people have, or is human nature today the same as it was in the time of Saint Paul, for example?

4. Although you have learned that technology seems to be able to recreate mystical and religious experiences in people, does this prove that such experiences, when not caused by technological means, are false?

5. As religious experiences are very personal and subjective, can they be examined using science and technology?

6. How far can we ever understand the life and times of those who have religious experiences, past and present? Do changes in science and technology make any difference?

Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
‘Science and technology now prove that religious experiences are ‘all in the mind’.’ 
Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion.

Week 5 revision: 
How have religious experiences led to conversion?

In what ways have religious experiences developed through time?

Remember 
1. Describe the circumstances of two conversions which took place as the result of religious experience.

2. In what ways did the two people in your answer above change following their religious experiences?

3. What alternative explanations might be given for one of the religious experiences you studied in this section?

4. Explain some of the major changes in thinking in society in the recent past (e.g. postmodernism) and how these might affect belief in religious experience.

5. How far can science and technology ‘explain away’ religious experiences?

6. Explain how religious people might respond to the claims of science about religious experience.

Re-tell
1. Write an imaginative account of the religious experience of one of the people you studied in this section who has had a conversion experience. Try to imagine how they felt during their religious experience and convey this to your reader.

2. Describe the changes experienced by one person after their conversion by religious experience.

3. How might technology ‘recreate’ religious experiences?

4. If technology can recreate religious experiences, does this prove that religious experiences in the absence of technology are untrue?

Re-draft

Note key points in relation to the questions below:

1. How have religious experiences led to conversions?

2. Must all conversions be linked to religious experiences?

3. What alternative explanations might there be for religious conversions?

4. Have religious experiences changed over time?

5. In what ways has science and technology been able to account for religious experiences?

6. Are religious experiences more or less valid nowadays than they were in the past?

Review

Create an artistic impression of one of the conversion experiences of one of the people you studied in this section.
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Week 6:
What effects have changing belief systems had on our understanding of religious experiences?

How is the argument from religious experience used to support the existence of God?
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Research question 6:1: How have changes in contemporary belief systems changed our views of religious experience?

Investigate
This question asks you to consider how the development of belief systems in contemporary society affects our understanding of religious experience. How might postmodernism and paradigm shifts in our thinking about religious experience have changed how we view it? What about things like the new age movement and modern spirituality? Do these challenge or support religious experience as proof of the existence of a God?
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/1077292/postmodernism ü
2. http://www.integralworld.net/benedikter1a.html ü
3. http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/704347/New-Age-movement ü
4. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-20888141 ü
5. http://www.johndrane.com/index.asp û
6. http://ideas.time.com/2013/03/21/viewpoint-the-problem-with-being-spiritual-but-not-religious/ û
Analyse
1. What is meant by ‘postmodernism’ and in what way might it challenge religious belief and the concept of religious experience?

2. Are ‘religion’ and ‘spirituality’ the same thing?

3. Can you be religious without being spiritual or spiritual without being religious?

4. What is the new age movement and how far is religious experience a part of this movement?

5. On his website (number 5 above) John Drane argues that ‘The Christian church is struggling to come to terms with a fast-changing culture … Yet people today are more conscious than ever before of the need for a ‘spiritual’ dimension to life’. What do you think of this view?
6. Many of the religious experiences you have read about might equally be called ‘spiritual experiences’. Do you think how we name them affects how we understand them? Might some of these experiences be proof of a spiritual dimension to life but not proof for the existence of a God or divine beings?

Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
‘Religious and spiritual experiences are not necessarily the same thing’. 
Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion
Research question 6:2: How is religious experience used to support the view that God exists?

Investigate
This question asks you to consider in more depth some of the philosophical arguments for the existence of God provided by religious experience. You should now be drawing together some of your views about and evidence concerning how far religious experiences support the existence of God. In this section you are principally looking at how those who believe in God think that religious experience proves his existence, while later on in your study you will focus more on views which suggest that religious experience cannot be used to support the existence of God. 
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.philosophyofreligion.info/theistic-proofs/the-argument-from-religious-experience/ û
2. http://users.ox.ac.uk/~orie0087/pdf_files/General%20untechnical%20papers/The%20Existence%20of%20God.pdf ü
3. http://resources.r9paul.org/ASA2/RS/Essays/Philos_ReligiousExperience.pdf ü
4. http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/god/argumentsrev Takes you to a range of BBC pages on life after death
5. .shtmlhttp://infidels.org/library/modern/michael_martin/disproof.html ü
6. https://www.jantar.org/words/ayer.html ü
Analyse
1. Describe the argument for the existence of God based on religious experience.

2. How far do you think this argument is proof of the existence of God?

3. If religious experience proves that God exists, does not having a religious experience prove that he does not exist?

4. How does Richard Swinburne (number 2 above) use the argument from religious experience?

5. How does Michael Martin (number 5 above) use the argument from religious experience?

6. What does AJ Ayer (number 6 above) contribute to the debate about the role of religious experience in proving the existence of God?

7. In your view, how successful is using religious experience as proof of the existence of God?

Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
‘The argument from religious experience is enough to convince anyone that God exists.’ 
Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion
Week 6 revision:
What effects have changing belief systems had on our understanding of religious experiences?

How is the argument from religious experience used to support the existence of God?

Remember 
1. What is postmodernism?

2. What is meant by new age spirituality?

3. Is there a difference between religion and spirituality?

4. What position on religion and spirituality is taken by John Drane?

5. Outline how religious experience is used as an argument for the existence of God.

6. What challenges are there to the religious experience argument for the existence of God?

Re-tell
1. Describe the major paradigm shifts and changes to belief-systems which have taken place in the recent past.

2. How far might these challenge the validity of religious experience?

3. How far does someone need to be religious before they have a religious experience?

4. What arguments does Swinburne use for the existence of God?

5. What approach to religious experience is taken by Michael Martin?

6. How does AJ Ayer use the argument from religious experience?

Re-draft

Note key points in relation to the questions below:

1. What are the key features of belief in contemporary society and how does these key features differ from the past?

2. Is religious experience more or less ‘believable’ in today’s world?

3. What are the differences between religion and spirituality (if there are any)?
4. Does religious experience prove the existence of God?

5. How strong is the religious experience argument for the existence of God compared to other arguments?

6. How do religious people defend the argument for the existence of God from religious experience?

Review
Create your own podcast from the point of view of a religious person who believes that the argument from religious experience is sufficient proof that God exists.
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Week 7:
Can scientific and faith-based perspectives on religious experience coexist?

How do those from secular backgrounds respond to religious experience?
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Research question 7:1: How far can scientific and faith-based explanations for religious experience coexist?

Investigate
This question asks you to consider how far religious and secular explanations for religious experience are complementary or in opposition to each other. Is it possible to support scientific explanations of the world while at the same time accepting religious experiences as real phenomena which prove the existence of God? In effect, can you be both a scientist and a religious person at the same time, or is it not possible to be both at once because religious experience challenges the normal ‘rules’ of science? There are, of course, many scientists who are also religious. How do they resolve the potential conflict between science and religion? Can they accept religious experience as a real spiritual event while still understanding the world scientifically or is this contradictory?
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.faraday.st-edmunds.cam.ac.uk/index.php û
2. http://scienceandbelief.org/2012/06/07/science-and-religion-in-the-writings-of-cs-lewis/ ü
3. http://science.howstuffworks.com/life/inside-the-mind/human-brain/brain-religion1.htm ü
4. http://bigthink.com/videos/the-neuroscience-of-religious-experiences-andrew-newberg-live-on-big-think-2 ü
5. http://www.dana.org/Cerebrum/2009/Religion_and_the_Brain__A_Debate/ ü
6. http://www.iep.utm.edu/hick/#SH2a ü
Analyse
1. How far do the websites above suggest that it is possible to be both a scientist and accept a religious view of the world?

2. Are there any areas where science and religion overlap or are they completely separate world views?

3. From what you have studied so far, what different scientific explanations are proposed for religious experiences?

4. How far do you think science is able to comment on whether religious experiences prove (or disprove) the existence of God/divine beings?

5. Can religious experiences be scientifically investigated?

6. Do you think it is necessary for science and religion to coexist?

Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
To what extent is it possible for scientists and religious people to agree that religious experiences prove the existence of God?
Research question 7:2: How do those with secular perspectives respond to religious experiences?

Investigate
This question asks you to consider what is meant by a ‘secular perspective’ and how far this is the opposite to a religious/faith-based perspective. Is it true that those from a secular perspective reject all aspects of religious experience? Do they simply reject the argument that it is proof of the existence of God/divine beings? You have already explored many ways in which science tries to explain religious experience, but are ‘science’ and ‘secular’ the same thing?
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.secularism.org.uk/what-is-secularism.html ü
2. http://infidels.org/library/modern/theism/experience.html ü
3. https://answersingenesis.org/what-is-science/is-science-secular/ ü
4. http://old.richarddawkins.net/articles/258-why-there-is-no-god û
5. https://www.richarddawkins.net/2006/10/why-there-almost-certainly-is-no-god/ ü
6. http://www.dmoz.org/Society/Religion_and_Spirituality/Humanism/Religious_Humanism/ x
7. https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/perspectives/ ü
8. https://www.learnreligions.com/religious-vs-secular-humanism-248117 ü
9. http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/497327/religious-experience/38343/Views-of-religious-experience ü
Analyse
1. What are the similarities and differences between secularism and humanism?

2. Is it possible to be a religious humanist? (NB: These are not part of the mandatory course content)
3. How do humanists and secularists explain religious experience?

4. What explanations for religious experiences are given by Richard Dawkins in number 4 above?

5. How far do you think other humanists and secularists would agree with Dawkins? What do you think of his views?

6. From what you have studied in this section, do humanists and secularists completely reject religious experiences?

Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
‘Secularists and humanists completely reject claims that people have had religious experiences.’ 
Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion
Week 7 revision:
Can scientific and faith-based perspectives on religious experience coexist?

How do those from secular backgrounds respond to religious experience?

Remember 
1. Can someone be both a scientist and a religious person? Explain your answer.

2. In what different ways does science explain religious experience?

3. Are scientific explanations for religious experiences compatible with religious explanations?

4. What are humanism and secularism?

5. In what different ways do humanists and secularists explain religious experience? 

6. Can scientific and faith-based perspectives on religious experience coexist?

Re-tell
1. Describe the contribution of CS Lewis to the science and religion debate.
2. Explain how far you think science and religion are opposites or complementary.

3. Explain a variety of scientific explanations for religious experience and how religious people might respond to these.

4. Explain how humanists and secularists explain religious experience and your views of these explanations.

5. Discuss how far secularist/humanist views on religious experience are compatible with religious views.

6. Explain your own views on the relationship between science and religion.

Re-draft

Note key points in relation to the questions below:

1. Give definitions for science, religion, secularism, humanism.

2. Are science and religion compatible?

3. What similarities and differences are there between scientific and faith-based explanations for religious experiences?

4. How far do scientists reject religious experiences as having divine causes?

5. How far do secularists and humanists reject religious experiences as having divine causes?

6. Do secularists and humanists reject all aspects of religion?

Review
Script a dialogue between a humanist and a religious person which discusses religious experience (assume both are scientists too).
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Week 8:
Psychological accounts of religious experience


Scientific accounts of religious experience 
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Research question 8:1: In what different ways have psychologists explained religious experience?
Investigate
This question asks you to consider different psychological explanations for religious experience, including Freud, Jung and more contemporary neurological explanations. Has psychology offered us a way to explain religious experience which means that religious explanations can be rejected? 
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.freud.org.uk/education/topic/10573/freud-and-religion/ ü
2. http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/ludwig-feuerbach/ ü
3. http://www.thesap.org.uk/spirituality-and-religion ü
4. http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/out-the-darkness/201309/can-neuroscience-explain-human-experience ü
5. http://www.intuition.org/txt/smith2.htm û
6. http://cw.routledge.com/textbooks/alevelphilosophy/data/A2/Religion/SocialScienceReligion.pdf e-books requested
Analyse
1. How did Freud explain religion and religious experience, and what do you think of his explanation?

2. What views did Feuerbach have about religion and religious experience, and what do you think of his explanation?

3. What views did Jung have (number 3 above) about religion and religious experience, and what do you think of his explanation?

4. What neurological explanations are there for religious experience?

5. In your opinion, does psychology ‘explain away’ religious experience?

Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
To what extent do psychological explanations explain religious experience?
Research question 8:2: How does science explain religious experiences?
Investigate
This question asks you to consider various scientific explanations for religious experience. You will have come across some of these explanations before. How far does science explain religious experience? Is science equipped to explain religious experience? What debates and differences in viewpoint exist in the scientific community about religious experience?
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://jonlieffmd.com/blog/extraordinary-mental-states-5-spiritual-and-religious-experiences ü
2. http://discovermagazine.com/2006/dec/god-experiments/ û
3. http://archive.wired.com/wired/archive/7.11/persinger_pr.html û
4. https://philosophydungeon.weebly.com/scholar-persinger.html
5. http://www.andrewnewberg.com/ ü
6. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/2865009.stm ü
7. http://www.macalester.edu/academics/psychology/whathap/ubnrp/tle09/Religiosity.html û
8. https://www.theguardian.com/science/2005/feb/24/1 ü
9. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIiIsDIkDtg ü 3 videos
Analyse
1. In what different ways does science explain religious experiences?

2. What contribution to this discussion is made by Michael Persinger’s research?

3. How does Andrew Newberg explain religious experience?

4. What explanations for religious experience are given by VS Ramachandran?

5. Can religious experience be explained by temporal lobe epilepsy?

6. How successful do you think scientific explanations for religious experience are?
Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
‘Science shows that religious experience is all in the mind.’ 
Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion
Week 8 revision: 
Psychological accounts of religious experience


Scientific accounts of religious experience 
Remember 
1. Describe Freud’s views about religion and religious experience, and your own thoughts about this.

2. What views did Feuerbach have on religion? What do you think of these views?

3. Explain Jung’s view on religion and religious experience. In what ways is this similar to/different from Freud and Feuerbach’s?

4. How does modern neurological science explain religious experience?

5. How does VS Ramachandran explain religious experience?

6. In what ways might temporal lobe epilepsy be linked to religious experience?

Re-tell
1. Describe what Freud meant by religion as neurosis, religion as wish-fulfilment and projection, the Oedipus complex and ‘oceanic feeling’.

2. Explain your response to Feuerbach’s views on religion.

3. In your opinion, did Jung believe in the reality of religious experience?

4. Explain your views of VS Ramachandran’s theories about religious experience.

5. Describe the temporal lobe epilepsy theory of religious experience.

6. How might, music, circumstances, drugs and other contributory factors be linked to religious experience?

Re-draft

Note key points in relation to the prompts below:
1. Freud and Feuerbach’s views of religion and religious experience.

2. Jung’s views on religious experience.

3. Modern neurological explanations for religious experience.

4. Responses to scientific explanations for religious experience (you will probably have to refer to earlier study here).
5. Persinger’s experimental work.

6. Newberg and Ramachandran’s theories about religious experience.

Review

Create a display board which is entitled ‘Psychological/scientific explanations for religious experience’.
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Week 9:
Sociological accounts of religious experience


Limitations of sociological, scientific and psychological accounts
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Research question 9:1: How is religious experience explained from a sociological perspective?

Investigate

This question asks you to consider how religious experience might be explained from a sociological perspective. To what extent is religion a social construct? How did some well-known sociologists account for religion and religious experience? Does sociology offer explanations which complement psychological and scientific theories? 
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://www.cf.ac.uk/socsi/undergraduate/introsoc/durkheim6.html û
2. http://durkheim.uchicago.edu/Summaries/forms.html ü
3. https://www.princeton.edu/~achaney/tmve/wiki100k/docs/Sociology_of_religion.html û
4. http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/subject/religion/ ü
5. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1lTR8V90qU ü
6. http://tere.org/assets/downloads/secondary/pdf_downloads/ALevel/SociologyAttack.pdf ü PDF in folder
Analyse
1. What were Durkheim’s views on religion?

2. How did Marx and Weber explain religion and what impact does this have on religious views about religious experience?

3. How is religion explained in sociological theories?

4. What views of religion does Hitchens have?

5. To what extent does sociology challenge religion and religious belief?

6. Based on what you have studied so far, how do you think religious people might respond to any challenges presented by sociology?

Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
‘Sociology offers an effective challenge to religion and therefore to claims of religious experience.’ 
Discuss.

Present a reasoned argument and conclusion
Research question 9:2: In what ways are sociological, scientific and psychological explanations of religious experience limited?

Investigate
This question asks you to consider a range of responses to psychological, sociological and scientific explanations of religious experience. Are the claims and theories of psychology, sociology and science valid and correct? How do religious people respond to these and how effective is that response? Should religious people engage in debate about religion and religious experience with psychologists, sociologists and scientists?
Go to the following web links and make your own notes to answer this research question.
1. http://study.abingdon.org.uk/rs/AS%20Philosophy%20notes/psychology.pdf û
2. http://www.johnhick.org.uk/article5.html ü
3. http://www.westminster.edu/staff/brennie/eliade/mebio.htm ü
4. http://kbarth.org/ ü
5. http://users.ox.ac.uk/~mcgrath/ ü
Analyse
1. In what different ways have religious people responded to psychological theories about religion and religious experience?

2. How does John Hick (number 2 above) explain the relationship between science and religion?

3. What views on religion did Mircea Eliade hold and how does this contribute to responding to the challenges to religion from science, psychology and sociology?

4. How did Karl Barth (number 4 above) defend religious belief?

5. What views on religion and religious experience are held by Alister McGrath (number 5 above)?
6. Taking into account all of the responses to science, psychology and sociology, how effective do you think the various ways of defending religious belief and religion have been?

Answer
You should summarise this section of this week’s work by writing an extended answer to the question below, making reference to some of the sources you have investigated. 
To what extent have challenges to religious belief and religious experience from psychology, sociology and science have been successful?
Week 9 revision:
Sociological accounts of religious experience


Limitations of sociological, scientific and psychological accounts
Remember 
1. Describe and assess how sociology explains religion and religious experience.

2. How did Durkheim, Mark and Hitchens explain religion and religious experience and what views do you have about their explanations?

3. How far can sociology be considered a challenge to religion/spirituality/religious experience?

4. Outline and assess the views of two religious people who have responded to the challenges presented by sociology, psychology or science.

5. In what ways might religion be considered a social construct and how might religious people respond to this view?

6. How far do you think the idea of spirituality has developed as a response to institutional religion? Do you think spirituality is in contrast to institutional religion?

Re-tell
1. Outline the challenges presented to religion by sociology.

2. In what ways do psychology/science challenge religious belief and belief in the truth of religious experience?

3. How has religion responded to the challenges of psychology, science and sociology? 

4. Choose two of the people you have studied in this section and explain their views about religion/spirituality/religious experience.

5. Should more attention be paid to challenges and responses which originated in the past or those which are more contemporary?

6. How have your views changed (if they have) about religious experience as a result of studying this course?

Re-draft

Note key points in relation to the prompts below:

1. Durkheim, Marx and Weber’s views of religion.

2. The idea of religion as a social construct.
3. The relationship between spirituality and institutional religion.
4. The limitations of sociological, psychological and scientific challenges to religion and religious belief.

5. How religion and religious people have responded to the challenges of sociology, psychology and science.

6. The key features of the debates concerning religious experience.

Review

Create your own summary revision sheet/mind map for the areas covered in this part of your RMPS course.
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Week 10: Final revision
The SQA support notes indicate that: 
Within this unit, all learners will critically evaluate the extent to which contemporary scientific or psychological causal explanations of religious experience have challenged traditional arguments about religious experience. This should include consideration of whether scientific or psychological explanations – including new developments where appropriate – can give a complete account of human experience. 

You have covered three areas:
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You should now be in a position to outline a range of viewpoints about how far religious experiences are proof of the existence of a god, proof that there is a spiritual dimension to life, simply natural phenomena that can be explained in scientific/psychological ways and which do not point to the existence of a God or any spiritual dimension to life.
As a final piece of revision, you should test your ability to answer the following questions in note form or in full, extended form. Your responses to these questions can be written or spoken, or take any format you feel is helpful for your learning. Your answers can also form part of your dialogue with staff, who will be able to give you feedback on your responses.
1. What are the main features of religious experience?
2. What contributions to our understanding of religious experience have been made by Rudolph Otto, William James and Richard Swinburne?

3. To what extent is religious experience today similar to experiences in the past?

4. How is spirituality linked to religious experience?

5. Can humans have a spiritual side if there is no divine being?

6. What is the impact of religious experiences on those who have them, their families and society generally?

7. How do religious experiences affect the beliefs, values and actions of those who have them?

8. What are mystical experiences and how are they similar/different across world religions?

9. What experiences did famous mystics have (such as Teresa of Avila)?

10. How valid are individual religious experiences?

11. Do religious experiences motivate and unite communities? If so, how?

12. In what ways do religious experiences lead to conversion?

13. How have views about religious experiences changed as science and technology have progressed?

14. How have views about religious experiences changed as the world’s belief systems have changed?

15. How far do religious experiences prove that a God or divine being(s) exist(s)?
16. How far can science and religion agree about religious experience?

17. How do psychology, science and sociology account for religious experience?

18. In what ways does modern neurology contribute to the debate about religious experience?

19. What other external and internal factors might contribute to religious experience?

20. How far can religious experiences be created artificially and what impact does this have on beliefs about religious experience?

21. What are the limitations of sociological, psychological and scientific explanations of religious experience?

22. What are your views about religious experience?

https://www.redditch.tgacademy.org.uk/files/2016/02/Religious-Experience-revision-guide.pdf
Key research questions





What counts as a religious experience?


What are the main features of religious experience?


What well-known accounts of religious experience are there?


What different viewpoints are there about religious experience?





Key research questions





What forms do religious experiences take in the 21st century?


What is the potential impact of claiming to have a religious experience?





Key research questions





What are the ethical implications of religious experience?


How do those with religious faith respond to religious experiences?





Key research questions





What are the key features of the mystical experiences of individuals?


In what ways might religious experiences unite and motivate religious communities?





Key research questions





What role has religious experience played in the conversion of individuals?


In what ways might religious experience have changed as science and technology have developed over the years? 





Key research questions





How have changes in contemporary belief systems changed our views of religious experience?


How is religious experience used to support the view that God exists?





Key research questions





How far can scientific and faith-based explanations for religious experience coexist?


How do those with secular perspectives respond to religious experiences?





Key research questions





In what different ways have psychologists explained religious experience?


How does science explain religious experience?





Key research questions





How is religious experience explained from a sociological perspective?


In what ways are sociological, scientific and psychological explanations of religious experience limited?
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